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he is kept~ waiting until the coun-
oil meet-they may have met a few
hoursl before-it might be necessary
to wait a month before it would be pos-
sible to deal in that land, and perhaps
approval would not be obtained then.
A mail who has the money and wants
an answer straight away would go some-
where else. In a business transaction
expedition is the essence of bairgaiing.
Most business men like an answer straight
away. I fail to see why the owner,
having submitted his plan of subdivi-
sion, and the plan having been approved
by the council, should have to obtain
the consent of the council to deal with
the blocks so long as he does not in any
way alter the bounaaries. As soon
as a block is sold, a business man
will see that the council is acquainted,
because in the absence of notification,
the vendor would be liable for the pay-
ment of all rates. If a subdivision has
been approved, and the owner seeks
to make a further subdivision, he is still
at liberty to appeal to the council, and
so long as he gets their consent-

The Colonial Secretary: He need not
Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Then so much

greater the reason why this further
interference should not be countenanced.
Having complied with the law in getting
the approval of the corporate body,
there should be no further trouble. As
with a piece of machinery, the law should
have as few working parts as possible,
and then there would be less danger of
complications. I fail to see the need
for Clause 3. In Committee I wilt
support any amendment in the direction
of offering facilities for expediting land
transactions, so that a man will not
have to apply to the council, and per-
haps wait a month, and then be refused.

Question put and passed.
*Bill read a second time.

Houwe adjourned ait 6-14 p.m.

icutelative R1semblp.
Thursday, 21st November, 1912.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
l'-'., andi read prayers.

PAPER S PRESENTED.

By the MiniSler for Works: Special
by-laws of Wiekepin, West Kimberley,
and Wiluna roads boards. (Valuation
Onl anual value.)

By the Pr-emier: By-laiws made by the
Roebourne Local Hoard of Health.

BILL - ESPERANCE -NORSEMAN

RAILWAY.

Read a thir-d time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BiLL-ELECTORAL ACT
MENT.

AMEND-

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
Wallker) : In moving the second reading
said: This is a simple little meaure, deal-
ing with the printing of the tolls. The
existing Act makes it compulsory, wihe-
ther necessar -y or not, that at annually
recurrng periods the whole of the rolls
for the entire State shlli be reprinted.
Whether there are additions or no addi-
tions, whether there have been alterations
or no alterations, whether or not any can-
vass has taken place in the meantime, at
these annual periods we are compelled to
reprint the whole of the rolls. The Bill
makes it unnecessary to do so if the Mini-
ster gives his approval. Of course it
must he fairly understood that the Mini-
ster accepts th responsibility of his ac-
tion; in other words, when there is no ne-
cessity, when no alteration has been made
in the rolls then, although the annual
period has elapsed there will be no

3739



3740 [ASSEMBLY.)

reprinting of the rolls. All that is pro-
vided is that the rolls shall be reprinted
at least once in every three years. I
move-

That the Bill be wow read a second
time.
Ron. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):

This seems to be a harmless enough Bill,
judging by the size of it, but on looking
at the existing legislation I find that in
the original Act of 1907, Section 24 sets
forth that the rolls shall be printed and
issued under the hands of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer whenever that officer thinks
fitl. This was amended in 1911 by adding
the provision that the rolls shall be
printed once in every year. That, I take
it, is the provision the Attorney General
desires to repeal.

The Attorney General: Yes. I wvant
it to be compulsory only once in every
three years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It seems to
me the people are entitled to have the
rolls reprinted, whben a number of altera-
tions have been made. We know the
difficulty there is in finding ,ot whether
or not one is on the roll.

The Premier: You wvill get [ihe stipple-
inentary list if there are any alterations.
The trouble is that the existing legisla-
tion compels uts to reprint the whole of
the rolls.

lion. FRANK WILSON: Well, the
rights of I he electors ought to be pro-
teeted. TheyA must know whether or not
they are on the roll. The difficulties of
finding out wvhether one is on tlhe roll are
sufficient at any time. I think the law
should remain as it is. We have nothing
to showv that it has proved an expensive
matter, and even if it does cost a few
pounds-

Mr. Swan: The rights of the people
must be protected.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course.
What is the object the Attorney General
has?

The Attorney General: Simply to save
expense.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What does
the expense amount to?

The Attorney General: It is a big ex-
pense.

Mr. PRANK WILSON: But that is
not sufficient. Can the Attorney General
not tell uts what it really means? It can-
not be much. The rolls are all set up, and
they are onl 'y added to or taken from,
and it is necessary that the electors
should have *the complete roll for refer-
ence. We never know when a by-election
may take place, and whby, for the sake
of a small economy, we are to refrain
front giving the public these facilities .I
cannot understand. It is essential that the
people should have the informiation, and
I would like the Attorney General to give
us a stronger reason for departing from
the principle than was contained in the
few words hie has thrown by way of inter-
jection across the Chamber. I point out
also that the electoral office keeps the
rolls i type-they have stock worth about
F4 00-in order that the rolls may be re-
prJinlted when the occasion demands. I
hope the measure will not he passed an-
less we have some assurance that when-
ever all alteration has taken place the
rolls will bea reprinted. No one wants
the rolls to be reprinted if there are no
alterations, but if names are added and
others struck off it is essential to have a
reprint in order to conduct properly any
election which may have to take place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) : I
point out that the Attorney Oeneral
amended the Act inself last year.

floii. Frank Wilson: No, we did it.

ibon. J. MITCHELL: Well the Act .
was altered in 1911. and before that the
rolls were prnted at the instance of the
Chief Electoral Officer. People find it
very difficult to keep) -their names on the
roll. I know one elector who makes peri-
odical vistis to the electoral office to see
that his iname has not been removed.

Mr. B. .J. Stubbs: While you were in
power?

Hon,. J. 1HITCH1ELL : Yes, andt
since. Under the present Act it was com-
paraitively easy to remove names from
the roll and we should do all in our power
to keep the rolls tp to date and see that
every man entitled to vote has his name
on the roll. If it does cost a little money,
there is no reason why the money should
not be found. Tt is not possible by print-
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ing rolls once in three years to keep them
in order. We have a general election once
in three years, and unless the rolls are
in order the election will not be satis-
factory. I ask the Attorney General what
he would do at the end of next year if
we had a dissolution and an election, and
the rolls were in a bad condition?

Mr. Foley: They were not too good last
election.

Hon. j. -MITCHIELL: They never
will be good until some money is spent
in getiting people oil the roll and keeping
the rolls in order unless we made enrol-
ment compulsory. l object to the Bill.
I believe it is unnecessary economy which
we cannot afford to indulge in. I hope
the Attorney General will withdraw the
Bill for surely he does not want the rolls
to be less satisfaclory than they are at
present.

Mr. MALE (Kiinberley' ) : I certainly
would like to enter miy protest against the
amnending Bill. It seems to me to be a
most pernicious form of economy and
that is the only reason given for introduc-
in-r it. We are kept here night after
nighnt uint il after sunrise, using electric
light and by no [nealls ecolloifisin1g, ail(
vet we are asked to economnise in this way.
The Attorney General well knowvs that it
is impossible to keep these rolls anything
like clean or complete even by annual
jriiiting-. ]in my district I have sent out
auythinig up to 1,000 circulars to people
whose flames appeared onl the roll hilt
who it was ascertained dlid nut reside in
thme (listrict. .[ have to send out prior to
an election nearly double the number of
eirculars actually' required, but if we get
a, roll printed anually there is a chance
of keeping it clean. We must consider
that the people are to a great extent
migratory. They' are not settled as the
people Ini older established countries.
People in myt4 district are constantly corn-
lug. and going and the rolls alter consider-
ablyv in (lie course of 12 months. This is
a most pernicious form of economy and
T certainly resent it strongly, and urge
the -Minister to withdraw it and not bring
in Bills of this nature at tile end of the
session when at the same time we ae
kept here night after night to try to get
throughi the work of the session.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply) : 'Members who have spoken have
mistakeni the object of the Bill. It is not
to prevent the publication of rolls or the
inclusion of names or the deletion of
names when necessary. It is not to pre-
vent the latest accession to the rolls from
being published and distributed, but it
is to obviate the necessity for amalgama-
ting the rolls annually even when it is
not necessary. We shall publish the sup-
Jplemnitary rolls as usual as the rolls are
amended and publication becomes requi-
site. There will be no information lack-
lug- 'ii that wvay, but what we object to
is the expense of amalgamating and re-
publishing the complete information we
have already given w'hen it is unnecessar.
On the one hand if the Government enter
into any enterprise or do auyvthing that
meal's the ex petidit tire of nioney' we ore
blamied for it. If we attempt to cut down
ex penises we are equnily blamed. ] would
like to know what we ean do to please
mtenibers of the Opposition.

Mi.. Tffnnsie: Resign.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the

passage of this small measure could pie-
vent names from being put on the roll, or-
prevent the publication of those names
when added I would not be in charge of
the measure.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No Government
should haive such control over the rolls.

Tile ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
fore the amendment of last year while thle
lion. member was in power the electoral
officer had complete command of the rolls
and could publish them when and how hie
pleased.

lion. I. 'Mitchell: We altered that.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, I

altered that in 1911. I altered it because
I voted for it. It is correct to say that
because we altered it at the instance of
those who wanted wore satisfactory rolls.
The amending Bill does not curtail one
iota the publication of completed rolls,
but it will curtail the amalgamation of
rolls when it is unnecessary to amalga-
mate them and to republish the amalgauta-
tion. That is the only difference.

The Hon. J. Mlitchell: You want a
roll once a year?
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The Attorney General: The rolls wvill
be reprinted and we propose to do it
once inl three years and oftener as may be
necessary.

Honl. J. Mitchell: It should he one
every year.

Question puta
the following res

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mr.
Mr.
Air.
M~r.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwin
Carpenter
Doolecy
Foley
Gill
Green
Holcoan
Hudson
Johnson
Load.t
Lewis
McDowell

The PREM-NIER: It was provided in
the Electoral Act of 1907, Section 26,
that supplementary rolls setting out ad-
ditions and alterations since the last print
should be printed and issued uinder tile
hand of the registrar of each district or

Lad a division taken with province as soon after the last day of
ult:- March. June, September and December

ini each y ear as practicable and not later
23 than the last day of the month next fol-
9 lowing. That 1,rovlsion would still re-
- mainc. Thus supp1)lemnentary' rolls must be

*.14 frillted tond issued every quarter; butl it
- was prov ided by Section 9 of the Amend-

AYES.neint Act of 1911 that anl amalgamation
I Mr. Muilany of each roll1 with, us supplements and a

M \r. fiunsle
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Atr.
Mr.

Noss.

Mr. 13roun Mr.
Mr. Harper Air.
Mr. Letroy A]r.
Mr. Mitchell Mr.
Mr. Moore

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

O'Loghiet,
Price
Scaddan
Is. J3. StUbb.s

Taylor
Underwood
Walker
Hellmann

(Teller).

A. N. Ples
F. Wilson

Wisdo In
Male

In Comnmittee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 24:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So as

not to mislead those wvho read the Bill
in another Cbamber, he moved anl amend-
ment-

That after "Act" lin line one of the
words "as amended by Section. 9 of 1he
Electoral Act Amendment Act, 1911"1
be added.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Was it pr~ovided

anywhere that the additions and altera-
[inns must be printed once a yearq

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
were published quarterly, but this amend-
ment was to apply to the amalgamation
of the whole thing.

subsequent reprint of such amalgamated
roll should be mde onice in every year,
and the object of (lie Bill was to pirovide
that this amailgamuation shoulId only take
place once every three years. The sup-
pleien ta ry roll would still be printedl
each quarter but the amalgamated roll
would only 'be printed once every three
years. It. would save a good deal of
ineiy.

Hon. H. 13. LEFIIOY: It appeared the
Govern mentI did not un derst and their owfl
Bill. The Premier was not aware that
Section .10 of the Amendment Act of
1.911 all cred the provisi~on contalinel ill
Section 26 of tlie principal Act requiring-
supplementary' rolls to be printed each
quarter, acid provided that the supple-
mnentary rolls were to be printed and
issued under the hland of (lie registrar
for the province and district "as often
as instructed by the Chief Electoral Offi-

cer."The Cief Electoral Officer could
direct that the supplementary rolls need
only h e pirinted once every -three 'years.
Tt wits entirely' discretionary witl, him.
The Bill before the House r10W p~roposed
to amend the principal Act by omitting
words dealt with in the Act or 1911 as
if the supplementary rolls had to be
printed quarterly, but by existing legk-
lation it was not compiulsory to have the
supplementary rolls made up quarterly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was an error in the drafting. It was
not contemplated that there should be
anyv failure in the periodical printing of
the siipplemenltarV rolls. instructions
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had been given that the Bill should also
repeal Section 10 of the amending Act
of 1911 and restore the provision to what
it was in the original Act of 1907, Sub-
section 26, providing for the printing of
quarterly supplementary rolls. He would
move kil amendmuent to repeal Section 10
of the amending Act of 1911 and leave
the original Act intact in that respect.
Tite cost of printing amalgamated rolls
would he something close on £1,000.

Mr. MALE: The draftsmanship was
had, because it it was intended to amend
the Act of 1911 the title of the Bill
should contain more words than merely
the words "An Act to amend the Elec-
toral Act of 1907."

The Premier: The Amendment Act of
1911 was to be read as one with the Act
of 1907.

lion. J. MITCHELL: It was impos-
sible to understand the position. We
should adjourn the discussion.

Amnendment put and passed.
Hon. J. -MITCHELL: Would the posi-

tion now be that the roll would be printed
once in three years?

lion. FRAN.K WILSON: Seeing the
difficulty created, the Bill should be with-
drawn and redrafted so that time would
not be wasted.

The Attorney General:- We can put it
-right now.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Members
had only seen the Bill five minutes ago
and they could not compare it with the
existing legislation to follow the clauses.

The PREAFIER: The Bill was drafted
correctly.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Attorney
General says it is not.

The PREMIIER: It was members op-
posite w"ho said it was not correctly
drafted, and in order to meet their wishes
the Attorney General had added certain
words which now did not make the clause
properly drafted. Section 1 of the
Amendment Act of 1911 provided that
the measure shouild he read as one with
the Electoral Act of 1007, so that it be-
came part of the principal Act. When
we were making amendments affecting
the Amendment Act of 1911 we were
properly making amendments to the

principal Act. Under existing conditions,
if there was one name to be added or
struck off the origidnal rolls during the
year the whole had to be reprinted and
that was a positive absurdity. To reprint
the amialgamated rolls every year would
cost £1,000.

Clause as amiended put and passed.
N,\ew clause:
The AIT'TORNEY GENERAL moved-

Th at the followuing new clause be
added to stand as Clause 39: "Section
10 of The Electoral Act Atmendment
,-let, 1911, i~s hereby repealed and Sub-
Section (a) of Section. 26 of thle Elec-
toral Act, 19017, is hereby re-enacted."
11r. TAYLOR: The amendment was

not strictly ini order. What were we re-
storing? Something that was not exist-

in.If wve were restoring it we should
pn into the clause the words that we
were re-enacting. If the Act was re-
pealed the section was certainly no
longer in existence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Act of 1907 was the principal Act. We
amended the p~rincipall Act in 1911 by
Seetion 10 and by means of that deleted
Subsection (a.) of Section 26 of the Act
of 1907. By that amendment we repealed
Section 1.0 oF the principal Act of 1911
and reslored Subsection (a) of the Act
of 1907.

Mr. Taylor: That is knocked out.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sub-

section (a) of the Act of 1907 was re-
stored.

Mr. MALE: When we repealed the
Act in 1.911 we also added the usual pro-
vision, "~All copies of the Principal Act
hereafter printed by the Government
Printer shall be printed as amended by
this Act."

lion. H. B. LEP'HOY: It might be as
well to Puit the necessary words into the
amendment. There was no doubt about
it that in 1911 when the amendment was
passed Sabsect ion (a) of Section 26 was
deleted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
wonld be no objection to doing that; the
words could he added.

The PREMIER: The difficulty might
he g1ot over if he moved an amendment

3M
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to the Attorney General's new clause so
that it should read as follows:-

Section 10 of the Electoral Act
Amendment Act, 1911, is hereby re-
pealed and Subsection (a) of Section
26 of the Electoral Act, 1907, as fol-
lows :-"As soon after the last day of
March, June, September and December
in each year as practicable,. and not
later than the last day of the mnonth
next folio wing; and" is hereby r--
enacted.
Amendment passed; the new clause as

amended agreed to.
Hon. 3. MITCHELL: Was it quite

clear now that Ave would get a complete
roll?9

The PREMIER : That was now dis-
tinctly provided.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with aindmeans.

BUI-I NEBRIATES.

Council's Amendmenl .
Schedule of eight amendments re-

quested by I he Legislative Council now
considered.

In Committee.
Onl motion by tile ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL the amendments made.
Resolutions reported, the report adopt-

ed, and a Mlessage accordingly returned
to thle council.

ANNUAL ESTIATES. 1912-13.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from tile previous day: )l r.
Holman in the Chair.

On motion by the P1EAiER considera-
tion of the Nlines and Railways division
postlponed to the end of the Estimates.

Attorney General's Department (Hon.
T. Walker, Minister).

Vote -Attorney General, £78,653:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL said: I

do not know that the Committee want
a very lengthy explanation from me re-
garding the administration of the At-
torney General's Department, because it
is almost entirely an administrative de-
partmnent. It is not one of those depart-

ments in which the revenue is very largely
affected, yet I deem it incumbent upon
me to inform the Committee that there
have been changes of a somewhat import-
ant character effected in the administra-
tion. As the Estimates show there will
be a saving on last year's expenditure of
£2,947, but it is only fair to state that
this is due to the fact that a general elec-
tion will not be conducted this year, and
no provision is made for it. The chief
feature to which the attention of the Corn-
iniittee should be drawn is the fact that
there have been certain transfers made
to the Crown Law offices, which, in ap-
pearance, largely increase the expenditure,
but which in fact neither increase nor
decrease it. We have, for instance, tranls-
ferred to the Crown rLawv Dep-artmnent an
amount of £6100 which the Solicitor Gen-
eral wvas previously paid as Commissioner
of Titles. Hitherto when we were look-
ing for the payments to an officer such as
the Crown Solicitor we had to look under
several heads in the different departments;
for instance, we had to look uinder the
head of Commissioner of Titles to find
this £100 of additional salary. But nowv
we show the salary as one sumn. Then Ave
have transferred to the Crown Law offices
the payments to magistrates which were
previously provided for under Magistracy' .
Payments to witnesses and jurors, which
were previously shown tinder Supreme
Court and Magistracy now come uinder the
heading I have mentioned, and account
for £7,000. Circuit courts, £550, which
were previously tinder the Supreme Court
heading, now come under the Crown Law
oftices, and awards and law costs, which
were previously under the Treasury, are
now tinder the Crown Law offices, and
amount to £1.000. The increases in the
department are principally made up by
the adjusiments in the payments to offi-
cers due to reclassification, and due also
to the fact that upon the Government tak-
in- office in every department of the
Slate the lower ranks were lifted so far
as payment was concerned. We gave
them an increase of their wages from a
minimum basis.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not the temporary
men ?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All the
lower paid men were raised to a certain
standard. The reclassification of course
.accounts for a certain increment which is
shown on tile Estimates. We have been
put to considerable expense in this de-
partment owing to the fact that last year
we passed new Acts of Parliament which
occasioned somle considerable excess of
printing in order to comply with the ne-
cessarv forms for carrying out these Acts.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You will have a big
bill this year again.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I sup-
pose we wviii have to do the same this
year, but I am particularly referring to
the new Local Courts Act which, whilst
it saved the taxpayer expense and has
been of service to him, meant the print-
ing and drafting of quite a number of
new forms. On that score, therefore. we
'have been put to considerable expense.
Then in the Official Receiver's Depart-
meat, owing to the action of the previous
,Goverrnment in offering land 1o civil se--
v'ants aind insisting upon thle best appli-
cants-

Ron. J. Mitchell: Why not?
The ATTOR-NEY GENERAL: 1 am

not at all censuring it,' but owing to that
fact the Official Receiver's office suffered
perhaps more than any other sub-depart-
ment in the State.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Bitt you have had an
increase of work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly. But the Official Receiver lost
the best men onl his staff, and we have not
replaced them. The staff has been under-
manned ever since, and if it were not for
the facts that changes are pending in con-
sequence of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment having now upon the stocks and cir-
enlating amongst members a new Bank-
nuptey Bill which will take over the bank-
ruptcy laws of the State, we should have
to remodel and spend considerably more
in the Official Receiver's Department. But
at the present time we are waiting to see
what changes will be rendered necessary
by the passing of the Bankruptcy Bill now
before the Federal Parliament. It may
be that we shall have to comupletely change
our mode of operations in this depart-

ment, and that the department itself will
he rendered more or less unnecessary as
a State department if the Federal Bank-
ruptcy Bill becomes law. I shall leave
any further comments to matters which
may arise when the Estimates are under
consideration.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: One Could not
help regretting the large increase of ex-
penditure in the Attorney General's de-
partment. It was true the aggregate
showed a small decrease accounted for
by thle fact that in thle Electoral Depart-
ment there was a reduction of £9,437,
which was brought about by the fact that
there was no general election this year.
It was not brought about by improved
administrationi or economy. If one an-
alysed the figures it would be seen that
there was t.in increase In the expenditure
of thle department of £6,490. That was .
if one did not allow the Attorney General
to lake credit for the reduction of nine
thousand pounds odd due to there heing
no general election this year. It wvas true
the Attorney General explained that he
had taken over certain work from other
departments, but every department in the
State showed an increase which did not
say much for the Government who were
not able to economise when economy was
necessary. It went without saying that if
there was increased work to do there must
be increased expenditure. Butl there was
no sign of economy and one might say
there was some degree of extravagance
visible. He knew that the reclassification
meant an increase in expediture and he
also knew that the minimum amount paid
to temporary clerks had had some effect
in increasing the expenditure because the
temporary clerks were now paid 11s.
per day as compared with 10s. paid pre-
viously. But this was arranged before
the Attorney General took over the ad-
ministration of the office.

The Attorney General: No. it was one
of the first things I arranged for.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There could be
no objection to the increase of salaries to
officers in the lower grades of the ser-
vice. We had no right to expect service
from men [hat the country did not ade-
quately pay because the country was in
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a bad way, but if one looked into the in-
creases they did not amount to much.
There was not sufficient excuse for the in-
crease of expenditure showvn on the Esti-
mates. The Attorney General said that
the Official Receiver's office was somewhat
disorganised and that some additional ex-
penditure had to he incurred.

The Attorney General : We should
reqjuire additional expenditure if it were
not for the contemplated changes in the
Bankruptcy Act.

Tron. 3. MITC1-ELL : But the Aftor-
ney General referred to the loss of some
officers who left to settle on the land
in connection with the civil servants' laud
settlemenit scheme. Unfortunately there
was additional expenditure in the Offi-
cial Rieceiver's office, not due to [lie fact
that one or twoe menl had left. There
had been much difficulty and trouble
during the year and it was to be hoped
the coining year,. which everybody ex-
pected to be a satisfactory one from the
farmers' point of view, would result in
a decrease of the work of [lie Official
Rleceiver's Department and a reduction
consequently in the expenditure. The
Attorney General wvas quite right in
waiting to see whaqt was [ile determi.na-
tion of the Federal Government in re-
gard to this matter, and it was to be
hoped that the expenditure under the
Banlkruptcv Act wvould decrease in the
future. He wished to refer to the Magis -
trates in country3 districts. Some years
ago the Liberal Government very tin..
wisely dcl ezmined that magistrates should]
have more wvork to do: that there should
be fewer mnagistrates and that they
should cover much larger districts. That
scheme had been in operation some time
and it had not worked satisfactorily.
Even if it were satisfactory at the time
thir change was made it had ceased to be
satisfactory now V Take the district of
AlbianY, the magistrate there had to
travel along [ile line as far as Wagin.
Before the amalgamation at least two
if not three magistrates were doing the
work which this onl niagstrute to-day
had to do. The added area that had to
he controlled by a magistrate meant a
good (leal when [lie change ase made.

butl it meant more now that new centres
had sprung up. In the Northamn district
tremendous development had taken place.
New townships had been added to thle
map since the mag-isterial division of Nor-
(]in was fixed, and if the magistrate
was not actually compelled to visit these
newv townships he had to attend to the
business of the people of those places.
Whilst there had been, this increase of
poitpulattion the Magistrate was called on
to cover the area fixed for him five or
six years ago. This situation was unl-
satisfactory. It would be necessary lo
have a greater number of magistrates
and to liamit the area, for it was not satis-
fibtory that justices should be called on
to dto the work which magistrates should
do.

The Attorney General :Are you ad-
vocating more local courts and magis-
trates

lion. 3. MITCHELL : Yes.
Thle Attorney General : You talk of

econom-y one moment and an increase
of exniaditure the next.

H-on. J. MITCHELL :There had been
a tremendous increase in the cost of thle
department.

Thle Attorney General : I have ex-
plained that we have taken over £6,842
from other departments.

ion. J. MITCHELL : Yes. There
was increased expenditure there, hut he
complained that there was no sign of des-
crease in [le departmients from which
the work had been taken over by the
Attorney General.

The Attorney General : The classi-
fication has taken place since then.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL : How Much did
that amount to 7

The Attorney General: It accounts for
all the increase.

Ron. J. MITCHELL :The magistrates
in the country did important work and
thle people of the country should not be
put to inconvenience through there not
ibeing sufficient magistrates to attend to
thle work.

The CHAIRMAN : The bon. member
should deal generally with the question
andl not with the details.
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Hon. J.AMITCHELL: in dealing with
thec question of the magisterial division
of the State he desired to point out that
the present division wvas unsatisfactory.
because very large areas had to be
covered by the magistrates, and he hoped
the Attorney General would take into
consideration the advisability of increas-
lug the number of magistrates.

The CHAIRMAN : While the lion.
member was in order in mentioning the
increase in magistrates he must not go
inlto details.

Hon. J. MITCHELL :In discussing
tile System that nOW obtained in regard
to the magisterial division of the State
would he be in order?

The CHAIRMAN : No.
lBon. J. MITCHELL : It was his de-

site to discuss the priciple in regard to
the local courts. Probably the Attor-
ney General would tell the Committee
what was the intention of the Govern-
wen~t in this (lirection. He realised the
Attorney General had some excuse for
the increases in his department, hut in
these times of stress there should be some
greater display of economy than was
found in the Estimates. No one liked
to see expenditure under these heads be-
cause it meant so little to the State.
The expenditure was necessary but so
little direct benefit was obtained from it.

'ilr. A. E. PIESSE : The mnember for
Northamn had referred to the altered con-
ditions in regard to country magisterial
districts and he endorsed the hon. memn-
ber's remark. Already he had had an
opportunity of bringing tinder the notice
of the Attorney Geneiral the urgent neces-
sity for the further consideration of an
amendment of the boundaries, or re-al-
location of the magisterial dis-
tricts in various parts of the State.
There was ever 'y necessity for economy
in the administration of the law; still,
there was such a thing as false economy.
In some agricultural districts there was,
to-day, a great dearth of local justices.
Although We had reason to he proud of
the work dlone by the honorary nmagi-
strates, yet in many instances those gentle-
men undertook court eases which were
essentially cases for the resident magis-

tiate who, owing to the very large area
lie had to cover, could not attendl within
reasonable time. The resident mag-istrates
had done excellent work, but each had too
large anl area to cover and, consequently,
we were getting vecry poor justice. This
"'as a matter the Attorney General might
well take into consideration with a viewv
to seeing what provision could be made
for increasing the number of magistrates
in thle State. It was a serious thing if
we had to hand over to honorary magi-
strates eases wvhich should be reserved for
resident magistrates. Not infrequently
cases involving- important points of law
wvere dealt wvithl by lionorar-y justices, and
in the event of a successful appeal it
meant very greatly added cost to the
litigants. fn the Great Southern district
the mag-istrate was resident at Albany, in.
the extreme end of the district, and lie
had to travel very great distances on al,
infrequenit trnain service and, iii addition,
long distances by road. We should have
some assurance from tile Attorney Gem-
cmal that lie was thoroughIly seized of the
necessity for making some impirovemett
in) this direction.

iVMr. S. S'rUBBS: Undoubtedly vety'
great difficulties existed in connection
wvith the magisterial wvork in agricultural
(districts. What had been said by the two
last speakers, in this regard was perfectly
true. The mnagistrates were called upon
to dto far too much work and to travel
enormous distances, with the result that
the litigants Were often put to inconveni-
ence and expense through the unavoidable
adjournment of their eases. Only re-
cently Mr. Burt, the police magistrate in
the Great Southern district, had to ad-
journ for one week some cases, the liti-
gants in Whichl had travelled 50 or 60
miles. When the appointed time in the
following wreek came round the magistrate
had again only one day' to devote to these
eases, and again they were adjourned, at
considerable cost to the litigants. If the
Attorney General could see his way clear
to make a revision of the work it would
be very satisfactory indeed. Regarding
the Minister in his capacity as Minister
for Education, he desired to congratulate
him on the splendid work being done in
connection with the establishment of
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State schools. It reflected the greatest
credit upon the Government. In every
instance where it was shown that a cer-
tain number of children were without,
education, and too far away to attend the
nearest school, there had not been a re-
fulsal, so far as he was aware, to send
thenm thle necessary teacher and provide
Ihe money for building thle school. Hie
hoped this policy would be persevered in,
for many new schools would be required
in the near future. During the past
twelve months hie had brought under thle
notice of the Minister the necessity for
three different new schools, and in cacti
case the school hnd been provided. Pro-
bably not a taxpayer in the State would
begrudge the money spent in this direc-
tion, for it would bje conceded that these
children were the very best asset the
State had and, clearly, wve could Inot have
too many of them. In this regard he
hoped the Government would seriously
take into consideralion the ndvisabliity of
imposing a tax on bachelors.

IMr. DWYER: As one who was obliged
to resort to the place very frequently, he
was of opinion that the Titles Office was
altogether inadequate for the amount of
work being clone in that department. The
Attorney General was not to be blamed
for thiis; as a matter of fact, the Attorney
General had effected -several improve-
ments in the Place, notwithstanding which
the public were still serTouslx' inconveni-
enced and handicapped. To go into the
strong room of the Titles Office where
the certificates of titles to the greater part
of the land of thle State were kept, to see
the conditions under which the officers
worked and] lo realise the difficulty that
existed in getting attended to, wvould serve
to revolutionlise one's ideas of what was
business. In the room upstairs the officers
h)ad not only to take charge of documents
sent in, and collect tile fees onl them, hilt
they had also to assess the stampl dues.
There should be a division of these duties.
There should be one officer whose duty
it would] be to assess stamp dues. If this
reform were carried out the revenue of
thle State would probably benefit by it.
Moreover, better and more commodious
premises should be supplied to the officers
receiving the documents, in order that the

public might be given better treatment
and he more expeditiously dealt with. The
present strong rooma was neither healthy
nor convenient; it was a close, stuffy,
almost insanitary office, and in addition
it was impossible to do business there
with any expedition whatever, It was
extraordinary that a penny stamp wVas
allowed in this State on receipts for all
sunis from £2 upwards, whereas, if anl
agreement was drawn up in regard to the
sale of a chattel, the stamp duty had to
be paid. hut if it wvas transferred by' de-
livery and a receip~t was given, a penny
stamp only was necessary. There should
be a graduated scale for receipts, just
as for agreements, because a receipt wvas
evidence of p~ayment, and therefore evi-
deice of all agreement. This wvas a source
of revenue which, iI) view of the finances,
might receive some attention. The real
gravamnen of his complaint was with re-
gard to the want of accommodation in
the Lands Titles Department bo0th for
officers and the public, and the Attorney
General should rectify this slate of affairs
as soon as possib~le. Hie (lid not blame
the Attorney General or the officers, as
recommendations had been made, but
nothing had been done.

Mr. Hudson: It has been mentioned in
the House frequently.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
plv) : The member for Northam (Ron,
J. Mitchell) complained that an increase
and not a decrease was shown in the De-
partment, and blhat he could not see where
any economies were being effected. As
file holl. member proceeded, he showed
clearly that the Department was one
wherein to effect economics would be to
commit a serious wrong to the whole
community. Instead of effecting econo-
mics, that is, instead of cheese-paring in
the administration of justice and the car-
rying out of the laws, it would be neces-
sary- , as thle pop~ulation increased, that the
expenditure should increase. One fact
which appeared to increase the expendi-
ture of the Crown Law Department, but
which. in retflity, dlid not increase the ex-
penditure. ought to be recognised by the
member for 'Northam. There had been
transferred to the Crown Law offices an
expeiiditure of no less than £8,824, as
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follows:-100 to Solicitor-General, for-
merly paid under Land Titles; £100 to
Clerk of Court accounts, previously paid
from the magistracy vote; £7,000 to wit-
nesses and jurors, previously paid tinder
the Supreme Court; £550 for Circuit
Courts, previously paid under 'the Sup-
retie Court; and £1,000 awards and law
costs, previously paid under the Trea-
sury. Tint, of course, swelled the Crown
Law estimates, but did not actually in-
crease the expenditure. There was a de-
crease on the whole of the department.
In the Attorney General's office there were
some slight increases. There wvas an in-
crease in salaries paid under the reclassi-
fication. There were some newv appoint-
menits to meet the requirements consequent
on the growth of the country. That mneat
an increase of £340 odd. Adequate pro-
vision had not been wade and there would
have to be anr excess in regard to the
matter referred to by lite member for
Perth (Mr. Dwyer) in the Land Titles
Office. The work was increasing by leaps
and bounds, and there wvas much justice
in the lion. member's criticism.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I thought all specu-
lation in land wvas stopped, and that there
would 'be less work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no app~lieation in that statement.
The increments in exjpenditure were due
to the fact that Crown lands were being
brought under the Transfer of Land Act,
and as time went on and leasehold periods
and conditional purchase terms expired,
they were naturally brought under the
Transfer of Land Act, which was the
most easily administered, and the great-
est safeguard in respect of expediency
and small expenditure for procuring
titles. The expenditure in the Titles Office
must he increased. Mfore officers were
necessary: within the last month addi-
tions to the staff bad been approved of.
This was necessary, because the volume of
work was becoming- enormous, but while
expenditure went up there would be also
anr increment in revenue. The cost would
he kept down, and it would not be at all
commensurate with the benefits which
would be derived. He symnpathised with
the member for Perth in the statement
that there was insufficient accommodation.

This matter had been exceedingly trou-
blesome to him, not only since he hbad
occupied office but before. The member
for Greenough (Mr. Nauson) had been
reminded by him of the difficulties under
which officers of the Titles Office were
carrying on their work, and he had en-
deavoured to get some benefits conferred
there. He had approved of certain ad-
ditions to the office accommodation, but
the accommodation requisite could not be
elaborately undertakea until some gen-
eral plan for Government offices was sub-
mitted and carried out. It was hoped
that the Commonwealth would leave the
post office building available for the State,
and that would provide considerable ac-
commatodation, but it would he impossible
to do what should he done, namely,
centralise under one roof as nmnny of the
departments as possible.

Hon. J. Mitchell: There is plenty of
room on this land.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was 110 plan for a big central office for
all. However, that matter had to rest,
but it would not he lost sight of, and the
enlargements and reforms on the lines
indicated hy the member for Perth would
have to be made. Regarding the matter
of the magistracy, much extra expense
would be occasioned by the fact that quite
a7 number of the magistrates had long
leave due to them, and many of them were
taking it. Their places had to be sup-
plied in the best way possible, and that
meant an increment of expenditure in
consequence. That bad swollen the Esti-
mrates this year. Afore than one mnagis-
irate was taking his long leave and others
were due to receive it and provision bad
been made for it, but before long there
would have to be a readjustment of the
duties and districts operated by resident
agistrates. Whilst he was doing all he

could to keep) down exp~enditure he bad
taken the attitude that be would not try
to cut down one penny that was necessary
for the prosecution of justice throughout
the State. He would not be mean or
miserly in the administration of justice
if lie could help it. He previously pro-
phesied that the expenditure of this de-
partment must be increased if it was to
do its duty to the citizens. A new court
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house and a larger magistracy were neces-
sary, and in the meantime some of the
districts would have to be arranged so
that we would get apparently more ser-
vice from some of the magistrates.
though some of them could not do more
titan they were doing. This would have to
be arranged so that the new districts and
towns coaming into prominence in the
Jieart of what was a few years ago a
wilderness might have justice carried to
themn. lie sympathised with the member
for Katanning in that respect, and would
tell him with confidence that the whole
of the work of rearranging the magistracy
and all appointments had been giving
him much concern, and not a little worry.

This concluded the general debate on
the Estimates of the Attorney General's
Department; vote and items discussed
as follows:-

Votes-Crown Laic offices, £17,896;
Electoral, £7,582; Land Titles; £614,294-
,agreed to.

Vote--Stipendio ry Magist racy, 1;47.46.5:
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney

General should not lose sight of the fact
that it was urgently necesary to do some-
thing without delay in connection with
lie magistrates. It wats quite impossible

for the people in the country to be ade-
qjuately served, and much loss of time and
expenditure was occasioned by reason of
magistrates not having time to attend
to the many courts over which they were
supposed to preside. Magistrates had to
cover large areas.

Mr. MALE: It was unfair that the
salary of the magistrale of Broome should
he reduced, especially as this officer.
thirough acting as Commissioner, was able
lo-save the State considerable money in
avoiding the necessity for judges having
lo be sent to Broome to try eases. If we
were to keep tip the standard of our-
inagistrac ' the magistrates were worthy
of proper recompense. lProome was a
most important place and the magister-
ial work there was most important.

Mr. GARDINER: It was a most per-
nicious syslem to combine the duties of
resident magistrate and resident medical
officer. In his capacity as magistrate the
medical man had to travel many miles

away from the greatest centre of popula-
tion, and his absence in the case of sick-
ness or accident had very detrimental
effectls. The system was giving- the great-
est dissatisfaction to the people in the
North-West, and wvherever possible a man
should be appointed to fill the one capa-
city only.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
wvould be wvell if the reform suggested by
the lion. member could be carried into
effect, but the districts were too wide andl
too sparsely populated, and the Govern.
meat had to resort to expedients they
would otherwise hesitate to adopt. To
follow the suggestion of the hon. member
wvould very largeCly increase the expenses
of the State, bit( he bad set himself the
task, if possible, to arrange that no one
should be a magistrate but one qualified
by training and by actual knowledge of
the law after passing an examination;
also that such a man should be purely a
magistrate and not a medical practitioner
who might have to give evidence as modi-
cal practitioner to himself as magistrate.
It was all a question of ways and means;
and while attention was being paid to the
matter, no solution had yet been obtained.
In due course, as the State got a little
better off. the reform suggested by the
hon. membher must he carried out, because
the dual posilions were anomalous and
could not work in any circumstances with
complete satisfaction. In regard to the
magistrate at Broome, if there was to be
uniformity in carrying out the recoin-
mendations of the Publi Service Com-
missioner, it could not be avoided that
Mr. Wood, (lie resident magistrate at
Broome, must stiffer; but the department
had (lone all it could to remedy the evil,
consistent with the observance of a gen-
eral rule throughout the public service.
The miagistrate at Broome must admit
that there was some evidence of practical
sympathy on the part of the Crown Law
Department.

Mr. MALE: It wvas satisfactory to
know what the department had done in
the matter, but it was unsatisfactory for
the magistrate to find his services so ap-
preciated by the reclassification that he
got an Irish rise in his salary.
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The Attorneyv General: It. was in the
allowances.

M1r. AIIA~laB: It would be well to act
in accordance with the suggestion Of the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Gardiner)
where it was possible to apply it, but
there were places in the North-West
where iA -would be absolutely impossible
to appoint a magistrate irrespective of
other duties. On the other hand a place
like Roebourne justified the appointmeiit
of a magistrate and a medical officer
separately. and wherever lpossible the
Atiorrey General should try to overcome
the difficulty of having dual positions,
even if it added to the cost.

The Attorney General: I wviii aim at
thait, I1 can asstire the hon. member.

Vote put and passed.
V'ote-Supreme Court, £111414:-
Item, Curator of Intestates' Estates,

£288
Mr. H EITMNLN: Having had somue

business in a probate matter recently hie
considered there was a lot of unnecessary
work entailed wvhich cost too much. He,
was called upon to paty fees to a commis-
sioner for taking affidavits, In the Pro-
lbate Office the one particular gentleman
who witnessed most of the affidavits rc-
reived all the moneys. Some of the
d1ocuments brought him Is. 6id. and for
the exhibits attached he received sixpence,
and this mioney w~ent into the pocket of
that individual. Hfe (Mr. Heitmann) had
been informed that in return for this
privilege the officer had to pay-a certain
sum of money into the revenne. There
must be hundrcds of pounds going
through1 in this way each year, and it was
linfair for peQople to have to pay an
officer of the department these fees when
that officer was paid perhaps £400 a year
by the State. WXhatever was received from
estates should go into revenue.

The Attorney General : I wish I knew
[he officer.

Mr. HEITMANN: The officer was the
Chief Clerk. Another thing he complained
about was that he was compelled to swear
as to the accuracy of a death certificate
which came from the same department
find which was certified to as being cor-
rect. He had occasion to go to this office

a couple of times and had carried out the
instructions of Mr. Duncan, the Probate
Officer, for whom he had every respect.

Mr. Hudson: And who is poorly paid.
[3r, 3IcDowcaU took the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member was surely making an error.
There was no officer in the Curator's de-
partment in receipt of £400 a year, and
there was no clerk who was allowed to
pocket fees. The filing of au. affidavit
had to he done before a Commissioner
and the Commissioners were not as a rule
officers of the department. There were one
or two, like Mr. Sherard, who was the
Taxing Master, who were permitted to do
this. Apart from that, fees that were
generally collected by the public servants
were paid into revenue. If there was a
clerk pocketing the fees, he (the Attorney
General) would like to have his name,
so that hie could be carpeted.

Mr. Heitmana: There is no suggestion
of pocketing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If it
wvere Isr. Sherard, he was entitled to
charge by virtue of being a solicitor; he
acted in the capacity of a solicitor in such
ain instance.

Mr. HEITMANN: There was no sug-
gestion that there had been pocketing in
connection with these fees. Whatever was
dlone was done according to custom, and hie
disagreed entirely with the Minister who
staled that an officer of the department
should he paid for this work. There must
he hundreds of affidavits sworn in the
various parts of that Court every week.
Mr. Duncan, who did all the work and
gave all the advicee necessary in connec-
tion with the taking of an affidavit, might
be allowed to take an affidavit; hie could
do it just as well and there was no reason
why the money shouild go into I lie pockets
of individuals.

The Attorney General: Will you give
me the officer's name?

1Mr. HEITMANN: The officer was in
the probates office, aud his niame could
be easily ascertained.

Mr. DWYER: There seemed to be some
misconception about the complaint made
by the member for Cue. One could only
gather that the charge he referred to was
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a departmental one 01r one which ought
to be a departmental one. As a matter
of fact, the charge was not departmental
in any sense. In con nection with pro-
bates and letters of administration the
law required that certain evidence should
be putt before the Court, and that evi-
dence mighit be g-iven by affidavit which
had to he made before a commissioner
for taking- affidavits. In additions to so!i-
citors, other persons,, for the saike of e!on-
venieiiee. were apointed by the Chief
Justice to take affidavits, for which a
certain scale of fees was fixed, In the
ease mentioned b y the member for Cue
the fee would have to be pauid to some
commissioner for affidavits, and if there
happened to bc wvithin thle precincts of
the delparinient an ottic-er who was a corn-
missioner of affidavits. where -was the
Iarn in his witnessing the document and
receiving thle prescribed fee? Tf le fee
was a pierfect y legitimate one for him to
charge.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There wvere meal-
bers of two professions in the civil ser-
vice, the legal and medical, who were a'-
towed to do outside work, and thousands
of other civil servaiits were not allowed
to do such work. In the ease mentioned
by the memiber for Cue, an offlicer of the
Crown Lanw Departmien't was doing pri-
vate business in office hours, and collecting
the fee. There was a close corporation
amongst lawyers and doctors, and when
they got into thle civIil service they took all
they Could ont of the service and out Of
the public. -Members of those profes-
sions should be treated the same as en-
gineers and members of any other pro-
fession in the civil service. The member
for -Perth said there wvas nothing wrong
in this officer taking the fee for the aff-
davit, hut when a postmaster acted as
returning offier, the mioney paid to himi
for that work had to be refunded to the
Government. It was tile same with other
classes of officers. It was only lawyers
who were hemtmed in by a east iron organi-
sation who could do outside work in office
ho urs. Other public servants, wvere not
allowed to do private work even outside
office hours. If a Government engineer
was found to lie doing private engineering

work in his own spare time he would pro-
bably be sacked, yet persons in the Crown
Law Department were allowed to have
these little outside pickings. if such offi-
cers were not being paid sufficient salary
they should he paid more, but they should
not be allowed to drop Government work
and go outside to collect odd shillings and
half crowns.

Mir. HUDSON: There was no solicitor
in the Government ser-vice who did pri-
vate pract ice. The mnember for Pilbara
never lost anl opportunity of attacking tfie
legal profession. The great disappoint-

ieiit of the hon. member's life had been
that hie had never been able to cuter that
professioni. He wvent to 20-Mlile Sandy
to study law,. and was surpirised when hie
returned to Perth and sat for e~xatlunation
that lie had been reading the wrong books.
Possibly the hon. membher desired to get
int tile legal profession so that as a com-
muissioner for taking affidavits lie could
have obtained these extra half crvowns and
shillings; and probalyl' if lie had sue-

eceded lie would have done anl inljustice to
the others in the profession byv Cutting thle
lirices.

The ATTORNEY GENE RAE: In-
cJUiries would he made, anti if it was
found that any Government servant was
making niloney out of his position as a
commissioner of affidavits act ion would
be taken. It would probably be found,
howvever, on the matter being sifted that
there was some misconception.

Vote put and passed.
Sitting suspended fromi 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Education Department (lion. T. Wal-
ker, Minister).

Vole-gdifachou, £,272,502:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

The first bright feature regarding the
E~ducation Estimiates mnust be the increase.
I' ain well aware thle Government wvill
be accused of not practising due econo-
iny, bitt I ain confident there is no sec-
tion of administration or portion of the
work of government where an increase
would be so little begrudged or so heart-
ily approved as in the matter of educe-
tio-.j. These Estimates are increased by
0:3,933. bit[t Ihat increase chieflyv covers
amount, paid In teachiers, increases of
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s-%ages and of comfort to those employed
ini training thle miind of the young. The
increase in teachers' salaries and allo-w-
a noes represents £23.95]1. It was one of
-the cries at the election, chiefly by tire
Labour party, though .1 will be frank
-elongls to say, not only by the Labour
iarty, thant the teachiers, especially in
the lower ranks, were too inadequately
paid. There were those who were re-
Ceiving £80 a year with no other emolu-

rwents and no chance of increasing their
incomne, devoting the whole day to informn-
in.g thle minds of our youth. No personi,
wuale or female, to-day can receive less
-than £110 11 year, and many of those
placed upon that basis have, since [1 caine
into office, been raised so that mnen ar-e
,getting practically a Minimum of £120
.a year.

Hon. .1. Mlitchell : That is not munch.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is niot mnuch, and I greatly regret that
thle finances of the State are not Suchi us
-to enlable uts to still further increase the
'Salaries Of thre teachers, but [ am bound
t) say Clint the Education Department

-of this State, when compared wit Ii tlio-c
-of thre other Sliates of the Commonwealth.
are paying a larger salary, inadequate and
poor as it miay, seem, to thle lower grades
of thle service than is being paid else-
whjere. The only increase in other items
beyond this X28,000 is £C4,982, so that
thle teachers have benefited to the ex-
tent of £C28,951 by the interning of the
Labour party.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: There are lots of
additional teachers surely.

Mr. Heitmann : The hion. member
-stopped their increases for one year.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
With the exception of the inspectors -we
havet increases to pay in every instance.
I am well aware there is still room for
generosity, but it must be remembered
that all grades of assistant teachers, men
and women, have been raised, and that
thre salaries of all grades of [lead teachers
except the highest paid, have been raised.

Mon. J1. ithell : Why have they
lbeen left oiit9

The MINIS'lER FOU EDUCATION
B(caulse we could niot make the money
go all round. We could not do more
than exhaust thea Treasury. We know
how the leadui of thle Opposition has
made a song of' the deficit; we know htow
the miember for Northam was delighted
to trear- we were getting into debt; buit
here is the explanation of our debt-we
are raising the salaries of the poorly-
paid teachers, leaving the highest paid.-
at what they were;-and then we are told
wye ought to give still more and yet we
ought to keep thle Treasury full. Tihe
tw:, things are incompatible. W"e are
better staaing- alt the smaller schools;
we are improving the quarters o)! the
t-eacliers, and in every aspect we arc mak-
ig the lot of the teache(,r happier and
ulo.re contented. We have niot been cont-
i-ted 'to the mnere paying-out of mioney,

but we have been activel 'y engaged in
beitleritig the 4eoilditinl of teachiers gener-
ally, so itat not onily te teafitir, receive
te benefit but all who atend theo school.

A Itt-rn ions have been made to the elas-
sihication of schools, which are improvinig
the condlition of the lowest- grade oC
head receen a rid the intermediate
gindes. We have made alterations in
the teachers' certificates, rendering it
mnore easy, for the unclassified teachers
to rise to better and higher-paid posi-
tions. 'We have recognised by these
steps alojnc, if we wvent no further, that
the teachers are the hodly that have to
shape the spirit, the enterprise of the
coming generation.

Non. J. MAitchell :Yet we kill enter-
prise in Parliament.

T1' he V.NiNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
If the lion, mnember sat onl the safety
valve the whole machine would blow lip.
The hion. mnember kills all noble endea.-
vour, all great aspirations, all lofty ideas,
with his sneers at whatever is done for
the betterment of the State as a whole,
with sneers such as wither the suscepti-
bilities, the tender tendencies of those
who are strivingq for the better. Surely
the lion, member has some appreciattc n
of the work being dlone for the rising

gneration. why. does lie sneer at it ?
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Hon. J1. 2! iteliell 1 amn not sneering;
I1 am Iauighin at th li on. membher.

Thie MIlNIST ER POll EDUCATIN
']henl why (loes tile lhon. memibergile
In all this we have given amnbitioni, a
spirit of piogress, a desire for enmulatiot,
and aii enotiontihlit lends to aim at some-
thing- loftier and nobler in the service
from the lowesL rank utpwards. Is that
not somiethingnixto achieve. During
our term ot otlice allowlances have been
iicreased io the first assistants. That
ill itself costs mnloneY mid helps to swell
the deficit. We have given retiring- allow-
ances for female teachers who are about
to be miarried, bettering their lot and en-
deavotiig as far as practicable to re-
'aid t be "omen in thle service as we

w on d thc nien. en den '.0u ing as n ear as
wye canl to fla the womni for like 5er-
vices on aii equalityv with [line men. To
I hose, t cavhing onl thle gold fields we have
issued free passes for thiemi and their
famiilies ever', setondl Yen r. We have
, inndneied at system1 of trainting for the
tecacthers who a t-( about to take chiarge
or the small vountry schools. This in'-
"olves some expense but is better equip-
ping the service by rendering the efici-
eney of thle teaichers, more certain. A

nbmo which hins long heen discuissed,
which I1 have lien id re eat cdlY (lebated
in thle Chamber, and which ins givyen conl-
tern to parents and teachers alike, we
have tackled fearlessly. Therefore we
have revised the cu rrieulumin. We had a
conference between the tcehers and the
inst eetors, and the teacehers have been
gliven full[ opiiortunily, almost iupiete-
denied. ofl expiressinig I lii views. Wve
have endeavoured to put uipiin teacehers
and officers a spirit of frateriiil y so that
t here shiall not be. as it were, tilhe head
bodY dicitatingr and imposing onl thle tea-
chers their wvil ino their wliini or t heir

ldens. We have si 'tigt to bring thle know-
ledge ohr ibe teaehers, obtained iii actual
practice, to bieati onl the betterment of
teaching generally. and t-lei-efore we have
introduced thItis syvstemt of conferences be-
tweeii Itecis and insp~ectors.

Ban. .1. Ilitchel: Is that thie teachers'
conference each Year?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:-
No; it is ap~art from that altogether. We
halve brought thle inspectors a nd the tea-
chiers together outside that coiiference,
%%-Inch is all annual alfir where the tea-
cherns meet to ex press theuir views and

gve publicity to their ideas. L have salid
to the inspectors, '-Go among the tea-
chters and bring t he teachers flearecr to
.1ou1. U-n dert-iandl each othI er better- and
ilhe il'sl eclon requited 10 nri-i that tile
spirit of 1hle tinig was g-ood. Aitd it has
been puti Io jpractiee, and l(Ot Saturday
morning I[ am to muiet ou'e of [lie largest
deputatlion of t eachiers w~hich has hi Ilierti>
waited onl a, Minister. They ate to briiig.
before tile in the presence of the Director
of' Eduicat ion t heir vijews as collected and
[nit in thle form of resolut ioins for tlie
eonisid rcalion of the execitlive p~ortion of
tile dej art went. We are airani ng for a,
more liberal supply of books, forl the
sialIler countryv schools in order that we
may ats far as possible carry out the ideal
exlJressed by members in this Chamber,
aiid ccrtainily the views entertained b&
every tmenmber of the Labour party wvith,
reference to the abolition of the tees in
connection with modern schools.

lion. . 21 it clill interjected.
TL'le MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

We eaiunot do anything right for thie lion.
member, Is not thle abolition of fees to
help) thle poorer childrueii? I ami lroit
to tell the hall. member that I moved
a resolution in the Senate that we should
have i'o fees lor the University.

2 i-. I-elum :n I wish you would move
a resolution about ile indecent haste oil
the p art of members to get positions onl
thle Unliversit.

Tile MI NISTERI FOR EDUCATION:
I think 1 know of only one personi who
has apjp lied. I knoew of no0 more.

Mr. ileitnn:~i Three or four.
Thte M PI H11E FOR EDUCATION:

'fhat is not cor rect. It was supposed that
i-r. Andrews. thle Inspector General of

Schools. w-as applyitng but lie did not ap-
ply ; iioreover lie did not intend to apply.

Hoti. Frajik Wilsoii : Why should lie
not apll~Y ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Isay so; vv shiould lie iiot 9 If those,
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oin thre Senate are better fitted than those
not on it, why should they be proscribed?

iMr. lleitmnann : It is indecent.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

What is there in a democratic conmnunitY
that should stand between tire amb~ition
of tilie poorest to reach the highest posi-
ion between t hem and the attainment of

tile higzhest funcetions? Itf becnase yoml
take one step higher and acme on irhe road
to your complete elevation, why' should
yoii be proscribedI fromi goin1' onie step
firlther ? vey osit i on in t he l1ad iS
open to every citizen in a demlocrat ic
community.

Mr. Green : If that were not so the
present Attorne y General would not be
iii his present position.

The MIN[STER FOB ED ITUA IONT:
If t had been born two hundred years aco0

tat poo parents I should have been burned
at the stake as a heretic for being mhore
advanced in views, better than my
-fellows. N-ow we are in a free communnity
where there is no hindrance to thie 11001-
eelt attaining the hiighest loosilion it lie
can show 'he deserves- it. It is incorrect
to make charges that those on the Senate
are trying- to get billets for themselves.

lion. Frank Wilson: There is only one.
,%r. Heirmnann :A good many.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

I do not like these aceusations founded
oill mere 1itniolir. We somretimes lhanM a
man because lie is bad, bilt let us pruve
that ho is had before we hang him. f
will admit thant the remiarks of the hn.
miember carry some weight. Ile has some
influencee as a mnember. is position gives
himi influenec, and that influence beinmt
here he shonld be more guarded in the

way lie uses it. At thre present lime we
have iunder considerat ion the reorl-amsa-
lion of the Continuation Classes. We inl-
tend to put theCse classes1 under' thle superC-
vision of a senior inspector, and to co-
ordinate themn with the schools below and
above. In other words we wish to make
the Education systemn one organic whole.
We (10 not wivan education to) he ill see-
l ions, each upon a differ-ent hasis.? wit t

ditferent ideals and differ-ent purposes.
We~ want every factor iii our, educational
System to work for thie gooid of the' whlmul
systeiii, and to be padir anid I areel or!

tile whole system, so that the machine
mnar work without friction, the end being
to turn out educated citizens. We are
making arrangements for the better
training of apprentices. Thre other day
a deputation waited ou ale and drew
attention to the fact that the apprentices4
to the various trades were being neglected,
that their masters, those to whom they
werle apprenticed. were neglecting thelm
:'Ind thlat aderinate prov-ision was not being
made in our techinipal schools for thle
proper learning of trades. We are devot-
ing our- attention to making better pro-
vision in this respect, so t hat we may
hiave IprOPOrly educated tradesmen as parrL
of thle system of educatiori. We have ill
view the establishiment oif a secondary
school on (Ihe goldfields next Year. it
was mny purplose to have arranged for thie
cstahjlislnment of 1hle school this year. 1.
have on my desk a letter from the memnber
for Kalgoorlie. conveying to mne expres-
sions of regrYet that we have not been
able to start the school this year-, and I
am sure I have the sympathy of the Corn-
niite when I inform them that -we are
niot possessed of t ire necessary funds to
launch out as we dlesire. We deemi it the
first necessity to expend what funds we
canl ini jayiag- the lower salaried teachers
higher salaries, and giving themn better
conditions. That thaving heel] aecoi-
plished, secondar 13ed ucation will follow,
and alt hough there will be a delay of
about six nionths, the seeondary school.
wilt he established on thle goldfields, ft
need not be thought that we are going
to shirk our] responsibilities there.

Hon.MAitchell: You have alot in view.
The MINISTPER FOR EDUCATION:

The lion. member surely has sympathy
wvith as and t here is no need for- himn to
sneer at what we propose.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I am not sncelin"r.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATI ON:

There are 50fle difficulties in the way.
but we hope to be able to overcome themi.
In reference to the farming schools whichi
We p)urpose establishing at Chapman and

Mr. 'Male: Agr-icltural colleges ?
Trhe MINISTER FOR EDUCATIlON:-

Schools and colleges which will lead to the
University. They wilt be adjuncets to ttme
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tnivers;ity, giving practical as well as
theoretical instruction. What will better
please the teaching staff is the tact that
wve purpose establishing ati appeal board
for teachers giving them thie samne rights
in that respect. that we give to civil
servants. This is one of the 'flatters that
will be discussed on Saturday.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Why not bring them
under the Public Service Commissioner
alone?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Possibly that is in contemplation, but
there are restrictions and difficulties
which I cannot see my way to surmount
ait the present time. I think we should
give the teachers as much freedom of in-
tellect as possible. We should in no wise
make mere machines of them. It is the
one evil of the Public Ser-vice Act that
it makes too much a machine of the civil
servants. I .4m loth to bring the teaecr.
-whose mind should aiwnys have a certain
amount of spring left in it, initiative and
freshness and vigour-I am anrions to
keep from teachers as many restrictions
as possible. What we want there is dis-
cipline only, useful for the preservation
of esprit de carps.

M.Nr. Heitmann: They are dissatisfied
with the personnel of the hoard.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They may be, but I question whether we
coud get any board that would give uni-
versal satisfaction. I propose to make
the Public Service Commissioner the
chairman. He is outside the ranks of the
teachers, and I propose to give the teach-
ers a representative and the department
a representative upon that board.

Mr. Heitmann: It looks like two from
the department.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
If it is good enough for all others the
teachers will say it is good enough for
them. And why this fear of two from the
department?9 Surely the department, if
it is a proper department. should
have the interests of the teachers at
heart. It should not be the enemy of
the teaching staff. It should be at one
with it, only carrying out the executive
functions, the administrative acts of the
corporation of teachers as a whole. They
are not at deadly enmity. I refuse to be-

lieve it,. anti I say this of the inspectorial,
staff, it is not so now. I am positive of
this.

Mir. Lander: They k-now it would not

The AltNMS'l'ER FOR EI)UCATLON:
Never mnind, so long as you obtain the
proper spirit in the inspectorial staff. so
long will the interest and welfare of the
teachers be continued, and I may say that
the reforms carried out during the last
twelve months could not have been
achieved if the inspectorial staff had not
fallen into line and assisted thie Minister
and teachers, and T am in that respect
bound to do them credit. So tong as a po
per spir-it is niaintained and so long as
the hland is kept in touch with the main
spring, there is no fear of the ennifty
that has existed in the past. It is now
more a bogey of the imnagination than a
reality. Not only that, but a proposal
I have not y et thoroughly discussed with
the inspectors. but which I have hinted
at and which I intend to bring to pass
unless difficulties. which I cannot foresee
now stand in the way, is the appointment
of a buard for appointments. In other
words, I propose in the elevation of
teachiers to a higher g-rade -and to new and
higher and more remunerative positions,
that the selection shall be made by a
board instead of being made as at present,
perhaps by the director of education. I
may say for the director that I am con-
vinced he tries to do the best, hut it stanids
to reason that the inspector cannot know
all the personal qualities of every teacher.
However, as I have said, the appoint-
ment of that hoard has not been matured.
It is a matter whichl is in my- mind.
I think it will-be a reform. We pro-
pose a g-eneral revision of regulat ions, and
I want to say to those who do not under-
stand the work being done in the Educa-
tion Department that this is the thiuglm
that has moved my* pride more thani any-
thing, else during the course of my oel-
ptincy of the posit ion of Ministerial head:,
it is that the teachers themselves reognisac
that we are endeavouring to do them good
services. that we have their welfare and
interest at heart. Tn the November hum-
her of the Teertr~eq' .Thurncd the leading-
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article is headed "A year of Change"
and] they say this-

The year 19)12 will long be remem-
bered as the year of great changes
throughout our service, changecs in the
department staff, chaniges in the system
of inspecting and examining our
schools, changes in the curriculum, and
last but not least changes in the classi-
fication of schools nod teachers. And
although these ehianges will not come
into effect till the beginning of 1013
they really belong to an epoch making
year in the history of our Educational
Department, thc year 1912.
Hon. J. Mitchell: They have not come

into force yet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I know; the hon. member most point his
spleen even on this. I did think the hon.
member would learn to appreciate what
is being done here. Ie should rejoice
that there is contentment and better spirit
amongst the teachers than existed for-
mierly. Does this rouse his envy, does it
annoy him that the Labour party can do
justice to the teachers!

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who wrote the
article?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is in the journal. Must the hon. mem-
ber p~oint suspicion even here? Must he
everlastingly be sneering; must the evil
genius of his mind to create these bogies
be ever busy? The article continues-

To the teacher generally the most in-
teresting hanges made are those con-
nected with the curriculum and the
examination system, for on these the
whole future of our teachers depend.
We must confess that when we criti-
cised the old order of things month
after month in our journal wre hardly
dared to hope that a change was at
hand; yet within a year our department
has been practically revolutionised.

That is what the teachers say. Now I
need detain the Committee no further
the work of the year speaks for itself.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No, the work of the
n~ext year is to speak for it; that is what
the journal said.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
In this year the teachers have spoken.

They recognise the changes that have
taken place, that their claims are consi-
dered, and sympathetically considered. It
is not in next year but in this year that
we pay £25,000 more than was paid last
year in salaries and allowances to teach-
ers-to tlhe lower grades of teachers, leav-
ing the higher. Next year is only the year
of putting in force those changes made
in this year as to the curriculum, as to
the esthblishnicnt of further schools and
as to alterations for the examinations.
We cannot ap~ply them this year, because
the examinations for this year have taken
place. The curriculum imposed before
we came into office has been in operation
this year but wre have provided our eurri-
cufum for our next year's wvork, which the
teachers have given their unmodified adhe-
sion to and approval of.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You must take the
credit next year.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We take the credit for the changes this
year because the changes are made this
year. Next year our examinations will
he on the new system, and the curriculum
will be the curriculum drawn up after
much care and thought and attention this
year. So we take the credit now for what
is done and accomplished now. I only
have this to say, that 1 regret we cannot
do more and move faster. This young
State, with its enormous areas, with its
sparsely scattered population, having
taken the responsibility upon it to see that
no child is neglected, has not only to fInd
funds for educating the children in the
metropolis and the postal town, but it
has to follow up the settler in the back-
wvoods, has to go into country districts
where only a few years ago nothing but
the howl of the dingo was heard. Noth-
ing but forest for miles and miles, or the
widely extending sandplains. Thither
population is locating itself and every
little district where areas have been
thrown open for selection is now dlotted
with a townsite, and at all these town-
sites we are obliged to build schools and
supply teachers. So when I heard that
Ihe increases in our Estimates rep~resent
the betterment of the teachers, it does not
embrace all thiat the State is doing for
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education, because in addition to our Esti-
mates the Works Estimates will show an
increment. New schools are to be built,
teachers' quarters are to be erected in
every portion of the State, and this re-
quiires an enormous sum of money. If
in doing our duty to the rising generaltion
in this resJpect we do somewhat fall behind
in the ledger and add to the deficit I feel
confident that t his generation and the
next will thbankI us for not having been
economical in this respect, for having
done our duty, building schools and sup-
plying teachers, making the lot of the
teachers happy, and the lprospects of the
pl)1s bright. They will encourage uts
in this course rather than discourage or
blame us. ]. say, despite any discourage-
ment, and the evident annoyance at the
course we are taking, we i ntend~ to pursue
thai course; and not only are we deter-
mined to do tis as regards jprimary edu-
cation, bitt the Slate is willing to involve
itself in further obligations, and we in-
tend at both ends, not indeed to be ex-
i ravagant, but to do justice to the children
of the State. I mean that Parliament wvill
be asked at no distant date to find funds
for (lie building of our own University,
giving us that paltriotic feeling that links"
all our destinies to the State in which we
live. Hitherto for the higher branches of
learning we have looked abroad. Parents
have sent their children across the seas to
Eng-land or to the Eastern States. The
day is at band when all that knowllsge
can bestow, all that intellect can acqui re,
all that wisdomn can procure, wvill he with-
in our own reach, within our own Powvers,
the birthright, the possession, sthe clear
right of every Son) of .citizens of ti hi
State.

Mir. HARPER: The 7tlinister for d-
cation wvas to be complimnted onl his
eloquent exposition of thie Education Esti
males. Education was one of [ lie gr'eIt -
est features of Western A ustralia. and ,
this regard thle State had been thle fo,, -
most of the Commnonwvealth. The 2 i nister
for Educaition had shown '-'rent cli IIusi-
asml in I he educational system. The atti-
tilde of the Government towards education
w-as the one brightL spotL in the Govern-
ment's policy. The education system Of

Western Australia was on a very satis~-
factory basis. According to the M1inister
for Education free passes over the rail-
ways had been given to teachers from the

glfed.It was only fair that this
should be done, hut it was Only fair alqr,
that the same concession should he ex-
tended to teachers in the agrricultural
areas, who were just as much ent it led to
a railway pass to the toast as were the
teachers of the goldtields. He hoped] tie
Minister for Education would accept this
suggestion and Put it into effect, It would
be wrong to extend a concession to one
section of the teachers and not to another
equally deserving. It was noticeable, too,
that( many of the teachers had hadl their
positions im proved, nnd received encon r-
aigament to carr' out their great responsi-
bilil ics. It was regrettable that some of
the higher piaid officers hadl not received
similar consideration. 0f course the Alin-
islet for Education had to work on
economical lines and could only carry out
increases in salaries as far as the fliunnes
would permit. Still, merit should be re-
warded. The Chief Inspector of Schools
was paid a salary of £510 whereas in the
Eastern States the corresponding position
carried a salary of £C800. .Ili Western
Australia the Piay of the lower grades was
muchl higher than it was in the Eastern
States, butl those in the higher branches
who had shown merit and ahililv y hd not
been considered to the extent they die-
served, and £510 as against £800 in the
Eastern States was certainly anl anomnaly
that ought to be renmedied. Although the
eduction system had increased very much
the Clhief Inspector was lower paid now
I ban lie hadl been for a considerable lime.

The Minister for Education: Not lower;
there has been no lowering of wages, but
I do say our inspectors are the lowest
paid of atny in the States.

Ali., HARPER : It was satisfactory 'o
know that the Mtinister recog-nised that.
The position of Chief Inspector was a
very responsible one and should meet
with consideration. The principal of the
Training- College received £5952. which
wvas a highler salary than that of the Chief
Inspector. Ta the other States the Chief
Inspector was paid a higher salary tihan
the principal of any training college in
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the Commonwealth. Our system of
education was one to be proud of, and it
was very wrong that the Chief Inspector
should be paid only £C510. There was
also a big difference between the salary
of £750 paid to tile Inspector General Of
Schools and the £1,000 paid in New
South Wales and] Victoria.

Air. Lander: They have bigger pojrn-
lat ions.

Air. H-AR PER: That was so. hut those
officers had more assistance, living was
cheaper in thle E astern States, and there
were other conveniences much more
readily- obtainable. The position of head
of tile State Education Department was
not as well paid as it oughat to he. 11e
would like to see thne teachers in the
agricultural areas receiving the same con-
sideration as those onl the goldfields, to
the extent of a free pass to the coastal
districts at least once in every two years.

The Minister for Education: They get
it every two years on the gohdfields for
themselves and family, but that does not
apply to the agricultural areas.

Mr. HARPER: The concession should
be extended to the agricultural areas. In
many eases the teachers lived in isolated
places away from centres of any import-
ane, and he had the greatest sympathy
with people who had to put up with those
difficulties.

Mr. S. STUJBBS: The appeal made by'
the member for Pingehly in behalf of
teachers in the outback portions of the
State other than the goldfields wvas worthy
of the consideration of the Minister, It
was a splendid innovation on the part of
the Minister to give the goldfields teachers
free passes for themselves and families
every two years, and that Privilege should
he extended to other teachers who wvorked
in isolated districts.

Mr. Lander: And are poorly paid.
Mr. S. STTJBBS: They were not too

well paid. The expense of getting away
from those places was very considerable.
A good number of the teachers were mar-
ried men and for them to take a holidaly
meant a big inroad into their salaries.
Every teacher should be compelled to go
away for a holiday periodically.

The Premier: Should not that apply to
everybody employed in those localities?

Mr. S. STUBBS: Teachers followed a
calling different from that of any other
public servant.

The Premier: They work five days
a week.

Mr. S. STUBIBS: The Premier did not
quite realise that the work of a teacher
required great p~aticence and aptitude, and
it was a big strain on any person, wije-
flier man or woman, to be constantly
training the young month after mionth
and year after year. Those officers re-
quired a great deal more encouragement
than many people realised in the arduous
duties they performed. His father had
been a schiool teacher in Victoria, and it
was quite true that thle average person
dlid not know the great strain which a
teacher had to bear if he performed his
ditty faithfully. He hoped the Minister
would see his way clear to grant the teach-
en in agricultural districts a free pass on
the same conditions as their fellow teach-
ers on the goldields. He could not follow
the mieinber for Pingelly in saying that
the salaries of the inspectors should be
increased. The Opposition had been cr1-
ticising the Government for not practis-
ing economy in the departments. and if
we were earnest in the advocacy of econo-
liy, we Could hardly ask the Government
to increase the salaries of men already
drawing £500 a year.

Air. Harper: There are only one or
two.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Thle teachers should
be paid wvell, and when the opportunity
occurred to give the lower branches of
the service a lift it would be wvise to do
so. Tf the Minister could give all teach-
er's and their wives and families a free
pass every two years, it would be money
well spent and would enable those officers
to go back with renewed energy and ability
to their important work of training the
young.

Mr. DWYER: One could not allow thie
occasion to slip without eoneratulating
the Minister and thie Education Depart-
ment generally onl the great strides that
hind been made in education matters gen-
erally in this State even during the last
twelve months. The record of education
in regard to the numbers educated, the
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attendance of the scholars and the general
increase in the salaries of -teachers, was
one any young country might well be
proud of. We had not yet reached the
acme of perfection, but Home was not built
in a day, and our strides twords that goal
must be gradual, because no Government
could stand a large increase all at once
in the salaries in any particular depart-
ment. The Minister might well be proud
of the increase from year to year in the
average attendance of scholars, and mnore
particularly in the percentage of attend-
ance to enrolment, which was about the
highest for Australasia. That percentage
was now 84.21, an achievement which
any country would be proud to claim,
One might be pardoned for calling the
attention of hon. members to a diag-ramn
in the report of the Education Department
which showed that from 1872, when the
Education Act first came into operation,
to 1894 the advance was inrfinitesimal,
but from 1894 uip to the end of 1911, both
the attendance and the enrolment tiad
taken a sudden leap and had maintained
that progress, so that in the graphic dia-
gram it rose almost at a right angle. Few
countries could show such a record in the
same time in regard to increase of effici-
ency, enrolment, and attendance. One
matter of regret wats the falling off in the
lpercentage of children over 14 years of
age who were attending the primary
schools. Tn 1907 the percentage of child-
ren over 14 to the total enrolment stood
at 6.3; in 1908, 5.6; in 1909, 5.7; in 1910,
4.5; and] in 1911, 4.3.

Mr. Heitmann: The secondary school
has made some difference.

IMr. DWYER: Undoubtedlyv the sec-
ondary school had miade a difference, and
if those children were accounted for by
the increased attendance at the Modern
School and the other secondary schools
the figures might be taken as satisfactory.
Otherwise it was sad to notice the falling
off in the attendance of children over 14.
There was an increase in the salaries of
teachers over 1910-11. The average salary
was £143 12s. 6d., and in the previous
year it was £E141 17s. 9d., so they were
on the rip-grade, and for the present year,
lie believed, thanks to the present Mini-

ster, there wvould be a further increase.
If there was any civil servant who de-
served to be wvell rewarded and to have a
salary commensurate with his importance
to the community it was the teacher, be-
cause to no man should wye look for better
results than the teacher. There were a
few anomalies in the Estimates which the
Minister should reconcile. The chief in-
spector of schools was receiving only
£510 per annum. The inspector of
schools, presumably the senior inspector.
was receiving £.504 so it appeared tha~t the
officer who wvas translated from the posi-
tion of senior inspector to that of chief
inspector of schools received the muni-
ficent increase of £6 per annum for all
the additional responsibilities and duties
which the lpronmotion entailed. He hoped
the Minister would find means to reward
this officer adequately to the positioa.
Surely if lie was worth £E504 as senior
inspector he was wvorth more than £C510
as chief inspector. From an intimate
knowledge of the department in wvhich
he worked for 10 years, lie knew the chief
inspector's duties which involved the ex-
aininations, the promotion and classifica-
tion of teachers, and filling the position
of Director of Education and Under-
Secretary in that official's absence, and
in fact lie was the chief administrative
officer of the department next to the
Director. He congratulated the Minister
on instituting one of the finest system of
secondary education that obtained in any
of the States in the shape of the 'Modern
School.

Hion. J. Mitchell: Which Ministers

IMr. DWYER.: The late Minister far
initiating it and the present Minister for
carrying it to fruition. He recently
visited the institution and saw the pupils
at work and the State might well he
proud of the school on account of its
work, the excellent system, the discipline
maintained, and the general tone dis-
played by the students. The curriculum
was entirety satisfactory and no more
satisfactory display of the best educa-
tional methods could he found. The
Modern School was not sufficient to cope
with the requirements of Perth. There
Ought to be either increased accommoda-
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tion or another school should be estab-
lished, not perhaps on precisely similar
lines, but perhaps more on the lines; of
the classical education in older places.
The opportunity was presented to the
Minister to settle the trouble in connec-
tion with the High School. State educa-
tional institutions from the university to
the primary school should charge no fees.
Their doors should be open to those who
showed by examination or otherwise that
they had the ability to take advantage of
the instruction offered. It was not just
to give any institution a big portion of
the funds of the State by way of land,
endowment, or emolumnent, and iiot get
something for the State in return. The
solution of the difficulty was that if this
land was to lie given to the High School
that school should become one of the
secondary schools having a vote on the
Estimates and the education should be
free, as it would shortly be free,
to the students of the Modern School.
There was ample room for two State
secondary schools, and the MAinister might
well consider this reasonable solution of
tire difficulty. To say that the State
should denude itself of valuable proper-
ties and receive little or nothing in return
was justice run mad for the sake of a
mistaken sense of gratitude.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was his de-
sire to correct an impression which the
Attorney Oeneral seemed. to hold that
members of the Opposition objected to
an increase in the educational vote. While
every member desired that the greatest
possible economy should be practised in
connection with the State finances, if
there was one thing on which increased
expenditure must be made it was in con-
nection with education. Year after year
there had been all increase, and rightly
so. The increase this year, was £33,000.
The Minister had been called upon to
open many new schools and it was a
wonder that the increase was not greater.

The Minister for Education: New
schools come under the department of the
Minister for Works.

Hon. J. MITCHEUL: This amount in-
cluded salaries paid to teachers all over
the State.

Thle Premier: That is not the total in-
crease onl the Estimates for education.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of that he was
quite aware. Many new schools had been
opened, and the teachers bad to he paid
and tile increased cost of running the de-
partment had to be borne, and it wvas re-
markable that the increase was not
greater. There was no desire to take
from the Mlinister the credit for increas-
ing thle salaries paid to country teachers.
The salary paid, £110, was still a low
one and the Minister would realise that
it wvas equal to less than Ss. a day.

M-Ar. Turvey: It is much more than your
Government attempted to do. You
stopped their increments.

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL: The member for
Greenou-h (MAr. Nanson) had informed
hint that the minimum was increased to
£110 diuring his term of office.

The Minister for Education: It was
not.

Mr. Nanson: Then it was sanctioned.
The Minister for Education: I did it..
Hon. J. MITCHELL : Even £110 was

a very moderate salary for a manl to
sustain himself upon. The Minister was
anxious to have credit, not only for
all that had been done, but for what
would he done next year.

The Minister for Education: You
need not give me credit for anything,
but I do not want discredit.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
promised that there should be a second-
ary school on the goldfields, and he
had hoped to see one established at
Northam. We heard of agricultural
high schools; we heard from the Minister
for Education they were under con-
sideration, and that one was to be
established at the State farm, Norrogin ;
but it was to be hoped that one would be
established at Northern, where there was
already a fine school and an agricultural
centre of some importance. It would be
better to spend money in establishing
agricultural high schools in such centres
as Northamn than to establish a secondary
school in Perth, which was already well
supplied in this respect apart from the
Modem School. The Modern School
was established long before the present
Ministry came into office. The leader
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of the Opposition had been abused
because he had not done all that members
imagined he should have done, but
when in office the leader of the Oppo-
sition did a hundred times more than
present Ministers had done for education.
He had established the Modern School,
and was responsible for the Technical
School as we now knew it.

The Premier: And he was responsible
for charging fees.

H-on. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
for Education was entitled to some
credit, because he had done good work,
and he would have plenty of opportunity
to get credit in the future. That should
be sufficient for him without his de-
tracting from the work of those who
preceded him.

The Minister for Education : I have
no desire to detract from anyone.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The country
was being constantly reminded of the
good things that came from the present
Minister, and comparisons were made.
To-night the Minister read a leading
article from the Teacher8' Journal, which
might well have been written by a very
warm friend and admirer of the Minister.

The Minister for Education: I do
not even know the writer.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
read that article in order that it might
be believed that ho had achieved wonders
during the past twelve months.

The Minister for Education: No.
I read it to show that the teachers were
satisfied with the work done, flo not
misrepresent, do not talk about detract-
ing.
fLHon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister was
very keen on getting credit in advance.
He could get it without getting it from
the Teachers' Journal published by his
own officials. The best thing that could
be said of that article was that something
was to be done in 1918. The Minister
should see that schools were opened
in the country where they were needed,
and that proper buildings should be
provided, and teachers' accommodation.
He had written to the Minister asking
for the erection of quarters at Southern
Brook, wvhere a school had been estab-
lished for many years, and no doubt

the same thing applied in many other
agricultural centres. It was necessary
that sufficient and adequate quarters
should be provided for the teachers
who were obliged to live away often from
civilisation and at long distances from
the newrest habitations.

The Minister for Education : You do
not wish to infer that we are doing
nothing in that respect ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: After the
speech of the hon. member, o Could
hardly say that. It was to be hoped
that at the end of 1913 we could con-
gratulate the Minister on having pro-
vided many schools and quarters in
different centres. It was the action
of the past Government in opening up
the country and settling people on the
land that had provided our energetic
Minister with so much opportunity for
work and made it imperative on the
department to see that the wants of
the people were supplied. The provision
of suitable accommodation for the teach-
ern was just as necessary as the building
of schools and as increases in salary.

Mr. T(JRVEY : The Minister deserved
every congratulation for the very en-
courgaing report hie gave the Committee
on the work accomplished during the year
and that already in hand in regard to
education, Magnificent work had been
done, not only by the present Government
but by past Governments, -so that
our education system wvas one to be proud
of. We had a vast State, with schools
dotted almost over every part. W~herever
the pioneer was and wherever the track
was blazed, the State followved with a
school. There were 250 schools in the
State in 1902 ;to-day the number wvas
over 500. The number of schools had
doubled in about nine years, and there
were 85,000 scholars enrolled. It was
significant that in the last report of the
department it was shown that for 19 10.-11
the percentage of attendance to enrol-
mnent was higher than in any previous
year. Many factors brought this about,
among them being the grand work the
department was doing in the system of
medical inspection of children. In con-
sequence of that. medical inspection
systemnatically carried out the health of
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the children was materially increased,
bringing about a better attendance.
Another factor contributing to the in-
ceased attendance was the method
adopted'by the teachers of to-day. The
whole system of teaching had been
revolutionised. Children were not afraid
of going to school. Instead, they com-
plained if detained by their parents
from attending for even a day. This
spoke volumes for the good methods
adopted by our teachers. An important
factor adding to the cost of the education
system was that of our 500 schools there
were 270 with an average attendance of
less than 20 children, more than half our
schools thus having a low average
attendance and increasing the cost per
bead of the average attendance. This
for 1911 worked out at £5 10s. 61d., as
against £5 6s. lHid. in 1910, and V7 8g.
8d. for the same period in New South
Wales. The total expenditure of the
Education Department for the year for
which we had a report was E202,176.
which worked out at a cost per head of
the population of the State of 14s. 64d.;
and although much had been done by
the various Governments in assisting
education in this State, and notwith-
standing our small population and the
immense area over wvhith our schools
are scattered, the total cost per head of
the population was only 14s. 61d. against
over 14s. per head in the State of New
South W~ales. Reference had been
made by various speakers to the salaries
paid to our State school teachers. At
the present time we had over 1,100
teachers employed in the Education De-
partmnent and teachers of all grades.
The average salary for all adult teachers
-was £14t1l7s. 9d. in 1910 and £143 12s.
-5d. in 1911. He regretted he had not
thc figures for the year just ended, but
taking the report for 1911, the salaries of
head teachers it was found had not been
increased in that year, but decreased.
Whereas in 1910 the average salary was
£155 0-s. 2d., in 1911 the average was £154
I1Is. 41d. On the other hand, the salary
of the assistants in our schools had in-
creased from £1 28 14s. 3d. in 1910 to
£131 Ile. 4d. in 1911. While lie be-
lieved that our assistant teachers should
f1130]

be well paid be regretted to know that
the average salary of the head teachers
had decreased- In a State like ours that
should not be the case. No doubt a
considerable alteration had been made
according to the report thle Minister had
given that evening, but he (Mr. Turvey)
could only quote from the reports of the
department which were available. How-
ever, -the Minister had pointed out that
increases had been made this year to the
extent of £28,000, and whilst it wasirealised
that that was a big amcount, at the same
time it should be pointed out that the
other States were also increasing the
salaries of their teachers. An inter-
jection was made by the member for
Northain that he was surprised that the
Minister had only raised the salaries of
the lower paid teachers. The Govern-
ment however, were to be commended
for their action in this respect. He con-
gratulated the Government on having
started at the right end, and whilst much
more could be done in the way of im-
proving the salaries of teachers, still
every credit should be given to the
Government for having in their brief
tenure of office faced the situation.
The Attorney General pointed out that
the salary of the junior male teachers
had been raised to £110, and hie hoped
that it would soon be increased to £120.
The Inspector General, when speaking
at a recent conference, told the teachers
there that it was generally recognised
that the teacher had the work of a nigger,
the pay of a navvy, and the life of a dog.
The teacher, however, did not even have
the pay of a navvy, hut hie very of ten had
the life of a dog. The Premier made
rather a surprising interjection when lie
said that the teachers only worked five
or six days a week and for very short
hours. Surely the Premier was not
serious ; if hie was h~e had no knowledge
of the work of teachers in the State.
Reference was also made by the Minister
to improvements in the curriculum. In
the past the policy adopted by the de.
partmont was to have the same curri-
culum. in country schools as that which
obtained in the towns. In the city
schools, or in the schools of the larger
centres, we found one teacher, and some-
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times two to a single class, and in the
past we found the inspectors going out
to the country schools where there was
one teacher, a male, and sometimes a
lady teacher in charge of seven standards,
and perhaps three classes of infants. He
(Mr. 'Purvey) had seen them in charge of
10 classes, and the inspector would walk
into that school and set the same standard
for the children that perhaps lie had
given the day before in a. city school. It
was satisfactory to know that that state
of things had been altered. It was
pleasing to hear from the Minister the
account of the conference which had
taken p)lace between the representative

teaher an th inspectorial staff. They
met to discuss the curriculum that
should be adopted and he congratulated
the Minister on having inaugurated such
a conference, because it would not only
be conducive to the contentment of the
teachers, but it would be conducive to
the better education of our children; and
therefore prove of material benefit to the
State. Another pleasing feature was
the fact that a scheme had been initiated
now whereby the inspectors when they
went into the schools, regarded it
as their duty to help the teacher rather
than to criticise. The trouble in the past
was that the inspectors-and hie sup-
posed they were carrying out the policy
promulgated by the Minister in charge-
were looked upon more as detectives
than anything else. It sometimes hap-
p~ened that an inspector would go into a
school where a teacher had been doing
good work, conscientiously and whole-
hecartedly, and waiting for the annual
inspection to come round, and the in-
spector, after two or three hours' stay,
would criticise the work of the teacher
to such an extent that the teacher was
inade absolutely despondent as far as
his duties were concerned. It was satisfac-
tory to know that that was apolicy of the
past and that the inspectors could to-day
enter a school and make the teacher feel
at once that they were there to assist and
encourage and give them a lifting hiand.
This was what teachers in the back blocks
needed, because very often they lived
the lives almost of hermits. He would
like to see a system of central classes

established iad it could be done with
very little increased cost. The exist-
ing system, though it was conducive to
good results, was not giving the child
of the settler outback a fair chance to
compete for scholarships or for entrance
to the Modern SchooL A system might
be established whereby the leading
school in every agricultural district, and
not in any big area, should be made a
sort of central school. On the Great
Southern line, for instance, the schools at
Narrogin, Wagin and Katanning might
well be made central schools for the
surrounding districts where children could
be sent and given the opportunities that
were at present denied to them. The
Minister might also make provision
to grant children desirous of attending
the central schools free passes on the
railway. The policy adopted by the de-
partment so far as the country schools
were concerned was to limit teaching to
what was known as the fifth standard in
the State schools. In many State
schools, when a child reached that stan-
dard, he was told by the teacher that
nothing more could be done for him,
and it frequently happened that the
parent was not sufficiently affluent to
pay for that child's attendance at a
central school. With reference to the
appeal board, some better scheme should
be introduced than that of having the
Public Service Commissioner as Chair-
man. The Minister pointcd out that he
had not yet decided this question, b
when he reconsidered the matter it was
to be hoped that he would arrive at
another decision. Personally, lie had
the greatest confidence in tho Public
Service Comnissioner, but the teachers
having heard that there was a possibility
of that officer being appointed Chair-
man were discontented. The Minister'
might do everything in his power to
remove that feeling of discontent. An-
other matter hie desired to refer to was the
feeling of dissatisfaction amongst the
teachers regarding the repeall of a certain
regulation. The Minister had this matter
in hand and prohably some slight error
was made or certain facts were overlook.
ed. However, the teachers had been.
very much dissatisfied when that new
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-regulation was published, and, knowing
from a conversation with the Minister
that there was likely to be some change
made in that direction, he trusted that
when the Minister met the conference
on Saturday morning next, the Minister
would give the teachers an assurance
that the regulation would not be per-
mitted to continue in force. Re con-
gratulated the Education Department
on the grand work it was doing in connec-
tion with the penny savings bank. It
-was not generally known to the people of
the State that the Education Department
was encouraging thrift among the children
and inducing them to save their pennies.
The system of school savings banks had
been started in 1907, and had steadily
increased. In 1910 the individual ac-
-counts numbered 7.246. the total sumi
standing, to the credit of the children in
that year being £10,324. To-day 13,131
cehildren at our State schools had accounts
at the Savings Bank. the sum standing to
their collective credit being £,15,043.
'Upon this the department was heartily
to be congratulated. In the last pub-
lished report the Chief Inspector had
made reference to our pioneer teachers
-and expressed the hope that something
would be done for them. As a result of
the higher standard of our examidnations
and the consequent difficulty teachers
-experienced in passing these examinations
sonic of our older teachers who had done
excellent service were, gradually slipping
back. It was a wrong system that de-
mnanded of a public servant that he should

be continually passing examinations to
keep right up with his fellow teachers.
Something more should be done to help
these pioneer teachers ? In his last re-
port the senior inspector had touched
upon the subject of the pioneer teachers
-and concluded with the hope that their
services would be fully recognised. He
(Air. Turvey) expressed the same hope, and
trusted that the Minister would look into
the matter. The unwieldy classes which
teachers had to handle was another point
-calling for attention.

The Minister for Education: That
Is already in process of alteration.

Mr. TURVEY: It was good to
3hear that that was so, because in this

respect we were much behind any other
part of the world, our teachers having
had to deal with classes containing as
many as 100 children. He hoped the
Minister would, as time went on, take
every opportunity of lessening the cost
imposed upon poorer parents by the
necessary provision of school books.
This was a coat that, to a large extent,
could be kept down by preventing the
frequent changes of school books. To-
day more importance than ever was being
given to literature in our State schools,
and rightly so too; but parents were
asked to provide their children with
readers and supplementary readers, and
frequently a change of inspectors resulted
in a change of books. He had seen this
happen time after time, and the Minister
ought to issue instructions that this
matter should be closely watched. It
would be seen that it was no small
matter when he told the Committee that
a change of inspectors sometimes imnposed
upon parents an expenditure of any-
thing up to one pound for a new set of
books. Again attention should be given
to the infusing of a little more of the
Australian element into our school books.

The Minister for Education; That is
right in line with what we are doing.

Mr. TIJEVEY: He was glad to hear
this. He realised the grand work the
Minister was doing. As to the appoint-
ment board suggested by the Minister,
he thought such a board was necessary ;
because, at least until a little while ago,
there had been no definite system of
appointments in the department. no
system of bringing about promotions
and appointments.

The Minister for Education; That is
in hand.

Mr. TURVEY: The MNinister seemed
to have everything in hand. It was
gratifying to have these promises and
assurances from the Minister. A sug-
gestion had been made by the member
for Pingelly (M.r. Harper) that free
railway passes to the coast should be
granted to teachers stationed in agricul-
tural districts, just as was done in the
case of the goldfields teachers. This
sentiment he could heartily endorse,
and he hoped the Minister would see his
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way to extending that privilege to
teachers in remote agricultural centres.
Of course the difficulty would be found
to lie in the provision of the money.
Frequent requests had been made for
the establishment of agricultural schools.
Agricultural education was a matter
which must be taken seriously in hand ;
it should not be neglected any longer.
In M1r. Sutton. of the Agricultural
Department, we had an officer of the
very highest attainments, whose co-
operation could well be sought by the
Education Department with a view to
instituting a systemn of agricultural
education. He congratulated the Min-
ister on the encouragement given in
sparsely peopled districts by way of
driving grants for conveying children
to school. The sum spent annually in
this direction approximated £3,000.
There were other branches of education
he would like to deal with, but hie did
not wish to detain the Committee at
any greater length. He realised the
grand work being done, and recognised
in the fullest degree the manner in
which the 'Minister had already re-
volutianised the department. He trusted
the inister would go on with the
progressive policy adopted.

Vote put and passed.
Department of Public Works (Hon.

W. 1). Johnson, Mfinister).
Vote-Public Works and Ruildings,

£301,158:
The INISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W. D). Johnson): Last year has been
the busiest year ever experienced in
the WAorks Department since 1897-8
and, in consequence, one feels inclined
to dwell at great length on the work
that has been done during the pest
twelve months. But I propose to re-
strain myself in this regard and simply
deal as briefly as I can with the items
of expenditure, giving details as to
how the increased expenditure has been
incurred, so that memabers and the
country may know how the public
funds are distributed in the Works
Department. The expenditure last
year from Loan funds was £1,320,433
and from Revenue, £206,165 ; from
Property Trust Account £24,892, or a

total of £1,551,490 for thle year as
eomtpared with £1,206,148 last year, a
difference of £345,342. The details in
connection with this expenditure are
as follows :--Under the heading of rail.
way construction the expenditure last
year was £087,779 as compared with
£496,678 in 1910-11, 1 want to draw
hion. members' attention to this, because
we have of late heard a considerable
amount of what can only be called clap-
trap spoken in regard to the want of
expedition on the part of the Govern-
ment in the mnatter of railway construc-
tion. INever in the history of the State
has railway construction been forced
along -with greater expedition than during
the last twelve months. Not only have
we started railways in a maner that
will guarantee economiy and speedy con-
struction, inasmuch as we have the
material ready before we start construe-
tion and do not start before we are ready.
but we have adopted the system of start-
ing the more lengthy lines at both ends-
This applies to the Wongan Hills-Mlul-
lewa line. I regret to say that we have
not been able to put, this system into
operation at the Mallewa end for the
reason that the rails were not ordered
in time by our predecessors, and were
not available. Our earthworks are out
60 miles and no rails are laid. This does
not tend to economical construction,
but it will not occur again while the.
present Government are in office. At.
Wongan Hills we have made a fair
start and the sleepers and rails will be
available to construct that end on up-
to-date lines. As an instance of expedi-
tion, I may refer with a great deal of
pride to the construction of the line
from Quairading to Nunaj in- That linle
was started in May and for some mionthsK
now material and plant have been carted
over it by our construction train for the
settlers during the present harvest season-
The length of that line was 48 miles
and it is worth comparing with the
Durnbleyung extension of 24 miles. Wo
have built double the length of line in,
just half the time, and tile cost of con-
struction comparesvalmnost equally as
favourably. Consequently, one can refer
to these matters with a great deal of
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pride, more particularly because mnem-
bore on the Opposition side, the Press,
and a number of Liberal supporters have
been crying out that railway construction
has been delayed. The party at pre-
sent in power introduced the system of
agricultural railway construction ; they
believed in the policy then, and are
carrying it out in an active manner at
the present time. The other details to
which I refer are harbour4! and rivers-
1911-12, £208,208, as compared with
£175,807 in 1910-11 ;water supply and
sewerage 1911-12, £122,663; 1910-11,
£109,689 ;under the vote for the de-
velopment of agriculture, road clearing
in agricultural areas-1911-12, £37,186
1910-11, £17,304 ; water supply in
ag-ricultural areas-1911-12, £89.506;
1910-11, £2-6,660; drainage works-1911-
12, £30,073; 1910-11, £15,338; abattoirs,
cold storage, etcetera-i fill-12. £6,312:
1910-11, £E7.128: road s and bridges-
1911-12, £86,'010;' 1910-11, £110,442:
pubilic ho i Idings-l1ll -12, M14,251
1910-li, 139,953; slis.incidental
and miscellaneous- 1911-12. X99.302;
1910-11, £107,079. 1 qluote these
figures as clear evidence that the
money expended has been expended
mainly in developmental works. The
reductions that have taken place are
in works which cannot compare with the
works that have been expedited. I just
want to refer to the expenditure from
Loan Funds on public buildings. We
have been accused of increasing the
loan expenditure on public buildings.
and members on the other side have
twitted us that such expenditure is con-
trary to pub~lic policy and contrary to
the plank of oar own platform that loan
moneys should only be expended on
reproductive works. While it is true
that we have spent £87,060 from Loan
Funds on public buildings, no less than
£79,000 of that sum represents liabilities
incurrad prior to the present Govern-
meat taking offic , and was mainily in-
canred on buildings started and contracts
let for schools. It is not, as the Es-
timnates will prove, the policy of the
present Government to unduly expend
loan money on public buildings. We
recognise that this expenditure is not

sound and we propose to get awayv froni
it at the earliest possible moment, and
already w-c show a vast imp~rovemenlt
on this4 year's Estimates. Turning now
to the revenue exponditure, we have
expended during the last year £206,105
as cannpared with £161,476 expended in
the previous year, and the expenditure
from Property Trust Account oif £24,82
represents a dea-rease of £9,904. During
the year a nmber of concerns have been
handed over to the Public Works De-
partment which have increased the re-
sponsibility and labour in that depart.
meat to a very great extent. As a
consequence the Government found is
necessary to establish a, new department
in the form of a combined Water Supply
Department. I do not want hon. meni-
bers to imagine that it was altogether
because of the increased responsibility
in the Works Department that this new
department was formed ; we did it
because we wanted to separate the two
concerns, and also for the more im-
portant reason of bringing about greater
efficiency and economy in administration.
I do not propose to deal with the Water
Supply Department now because it is
dealt with separately in the Estimates,
and I will have something to say regard.
ing it when that vote is reached.
The future of the Public Works
Department will be principally con-
fined to the construction of railways,
roads and bridges, harbours, rivers,
public buildings, abattoirs, and cold
storage, and the management and con-
trol of a few trading concerns, such as
the State sawmills and the Boya quarry.
Although this quarry is small to-day
I am of opinion that it will become the
main quarry for public purposes, and the
Federal Government are making inquiries
as to whether we can supply them with
stone for the naval base. The quarry
is already equipped with up-to-date
machinery and is supplying stone to
the municipalities and roads boards
at a cheap rate compared with that which
has been paid in the past. We do not
look for a profit from the supply of this
stone because we look on the local bodies
as semi-public bodies. One of the in-
creased responsibilities which the depart-
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inent took over during the year was the
'administration of the Municipal Act.
This was taken aver because the Govern-
mnent considered that we should combine
-and concentrate the various Acts cover-
ing local bodies in one office and in one
branch of the department. Previously
the roads boards were controlled by
the Works Department, and the mumi-
cipalities by the Colonial Secretary.
There was a lack of uniformity and of
that check which is necessary to see that
the cost of administration of local
bodies is kept down to a minimum.
By this combination we have expert
officers devoting their attention to local
government affairs, and we are able to
avail ourselves of the services of the
traffic inspectors, who have been appoint-
*ed wider the Roads Act ; and those
gentlemen, in nddition to doing wonder-
fully good work in the fields in checking
expenditure and seeing to the admin-
istration of the Act, are able to give
us valuable information in regard to
Lthe administration of municipalities.
During the year special attention has
been devoted to bringing about greater
*economies, particularly in the admin-
istration of roads boards. A great
-deal hias been done in this matter,
boundaries have been altered, and boards
have been amalgamated, and we have
been able up to date to abolish no less
than four municipalities and join them
in wish the roads board districts surround-
ing. By knocking the administrations9
into one, we have brought about -9eter
efficiency and greater economy. I hope
that as time progresses we will be able
to do more in this direction, and tend
to bring about as much uniformity as
possible in regard to the administration
of the Municipal. and Roads Acts, so that
eventually we can reach a stage when
we can have one Local Government
Act governing all these bodies. The
main difficulty I have experienced during
the year is to find some solution in
regard to the control and maintenance
of main roads. We know that generally
speaking the main roads in the last
Jew years have got into a deplorable
condition. More especially does this
aspply to the main trunk road between

Perth and Fremantle. A great many
schemes have been submitted, but all
entailing a financial responsibility that
the Government were not prepared to
shoulder. But I am of opinion that
if the Traffic Bill now before another
place becomes law, under that measure
-we will be able to introduce a new
system in the way of subsidising license
fees that will form the foundation of
a f und for the general upkeep of main
roads, and introduce a system that
will be in advance of anything existing
in Australia. This difficulty in regard
to main roads is not confined to Western
Australia. We find the same agitation
to-day so far as local government in
New South WVales and Victoria is con-
cerned in regard to the mnainteniance
of main roads. In _New South Wales
a systemn has been adopted of estab-
lishing a special board to deal with
main roads, but I1 do not think it is
a sound proposition or that it will
prove economical. I believe that the
system we propose of allowing the
local bodies to do the work and sub-
sidise the fees they collect will prove
a better system, and if the Traffic Bill
is passed as framed by the Government
ft will assist us in that direction.
Turning to the Estimates for the year
the total provided is £301,878 as 'com-
pared with last year's figures E234,280,
an increase of £66,878. The principal
items making up the increase are the
harbour %%orkshops at Fremnantle, £33,200
and the expenditure in regard to the Boys,
quarry. £9,050. 'This expenditure was
previously shown in a different manner,
but the Government considered that
Parliament should have an opportunity
of discussing these items, and they have
placed them on the Estimates, and on
the other side it is anticipated that fromi
these two trading concerns we will
receive a revenue of £46,000. or, in other
words, while we increase our expenditure
we will make a profit by increasing our
revenue. These concerns are not run to
make big profits. In regard to the Boys
quarry, we are supplying road metal
to the local governing bodies at prac-
tically cost price, Exactly the same
thing applies to the Freman tle workshop s.
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Our duties are confined to doing do-
partmental or Government work and
consequently we do not look forward to a
profit, but I would point out that the
workshops are now run on strict business
lines. The management has been alter-
ed, general improvements have been
effected, and to-day, I think we have
at Frenmantle a good administration of
those shops. In regard to the cost
charged for work done, a small margin
of profit is allowed for, but we allow de-
preciation at 71 per cent. on buildings,
5 per cent. on plant, and interest at the
rate of 4. per cent. on the capital cost,
and -we also allow for ground rent and
general administrative expenses. 1 point
this out because it is generally coi'-
sidered by outside firms when we
are tendering for departmental work
against them that we do not allow
these percentages, but we do allow
them in every case, and up to date we
have been able to compete successfully
with them and a considerable increase
of departmental work is finding its way
into the Fremantle shops. The pro-
vision made for roads is £03,797, com-
pared with £56,700 last year, or an
increase this year of £7,097. The Govern-
ment have repeatedly stated that we
believe in encouraging the roads boards.
We look upon them as the main con-
tiibutors towards general development
of the State. We do not want in any-
way to hamper them ; rather we want
to encourage them, and we are encourag-
ing themn this year by increasing the
expenditure from public funds. I am
prepared to admit this only represents
the amount necessary to pay the in-
creased subsidy on the increased amount
of rates which will be collected, and also
to provide for the new roads boards
which will be established owing to the
increase in the area under cutivation
and the increased population. The in-
crease in salaries is £E1,900, and this is
mainly accounted for by the reclassi-
fication of the service and the increase
of the expenditure en public works
generally already referred to. There is
an increase of £E3,530 on harbours and
rivers as compared with last year. This
is mainly due to the Government's

determination to put the . tramiways&
and jetties on our North-West coast
in a thorough state of repair.. I have
stated previously that this part of the
State was sadly neglected by previous
Governments. The jetties had got into
a deplorable condition and the same re-
mark applies to the treanways. I had the
pleasure of paying a personal visit ta)
this portion of the State, and I was ex-
tremely sorry to see the very bad state
of repair of the jetties and public build-
ings generally. I regret also to say
that I found there was a want of
organisation in that part of the State.
As a matter of fact there was no or-
ganisation at all. It was a sort of
happy-go-Ilucky style. NLobody took any
special interest in any special depart-
ment and things generally were neglected.
The whole thing has been re-organised.
An engineer for the North-West has
been appointed, one of the most capable
officers in the Government service, and
he has been entrusted with the responsi-
bility of re-organising the whole of the
North-West coast and looking after
the works generally, and he is to place
them in such a position that the Govern.
mnent in a short time will have every-
thing in thorough repair and will be
able to administer that portion of the
State in a very economical manner.
Reference has been made to the very
great expenditure, comparatively speak-
hag, incurred during the last year or
two on the Victoria Quay and on the
North Quay, due to the ravagyes of the
teredo worm. Personally I think a
mistake was mnade, in again placing
untreated jarrab in these wharves. We
have had experience and have found
that the jarrah will not withstand for
many years the ravages of this wormn and
I think it was very unwise not to have
adopted some method of treating the
jarrah so that we might have a guarantee
that this work would not have to be
repeated in a few years' time. The
expenditure estimated at that time by
the previous Government was £90,000.
The present leader of the Opposition
was in office at that time, and he
decided that it was unfair to charge
this enormous amount up to any one
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year, and he decided to have a suspense
account established, so that the ex-
penditure could be distributed over
five years. In 1910-11, £9,446 was
,spent on this work. Last year the
work was -pushed along, and £54,469
was spent, of which £20,000 was charged
against revenue, and the work to date
has cost £66,590, of which £29,446 has
been debited to this suspense account.
The estinatted cost was £90,000, and I
amn pleased to be able to say that we
are now certain the whole work will
be completed for not more than £70,000.
Therefore this year £15,000 has been
debited against revenue and this will
extinguish the additional amount of
the liability in less than the five years
arranged by the then Minister, the
present leader of the Opposition. An-
other increase is represented in repairs
to buildings of £3,600. This is carrying
into effect the general desire of the
Government to see that the repairs
to our public buildings such as jetties
and tramnways in the North are not
neglected. A stitch in time saves nine,
and generally speaking we have not
exercised sufficient care in the main-
tenance of public buildings. We intend
to give greater attention to this matter,
and to save the re-construction, which
has been costing the State a considerable
amount of money during the last few
years. Hospitals show an increase of
£4,600, and public schools, £7,000. 1
do not think I need apologis for the
increased expenditure on these two
items. Comparing the estimate this
year with the actual expenditure last
year the increase under the head of
public works division generally is £59,037,
and under the head of public buildings
£35,956. It will be noticed that on
this year's Estimates a lump sum is
provided for police buildings and public
schools. This is an innovation adopted
to endeavour to bring about a general
economy. Under the old system we
provided an estimate say for a given
police building, but the actual cost
might be a little over or a little under
the estimate. If it was a little over
the estimate an enormous amount of rout-
ine had to be gone through to get the £2 or

£C3 over the amount votied by Parliament.
The same difficulty applied in regard to
a decrease. Consequently there has been
a considerable amount of unnecessary
labour in the accountant's branch of
the Public Works Department and an
increase in the expenditure of account-
ancy in the Treasury Department, which
was totally unnecessary. By providing
a lump sumn we can work in all the build-
ings, the details of which are given to
members, and Parliament will have the
facts in its possession, but instead of
giving the detailed expenditure in con
nection with any one building we will
have a lump sum voted which will enable
us to work on better lines than was pos-
sible under the old system. Under the
Property Trust Account the balance
available for appropriation is £41,800, all
of which has been allotted to public
works and buildings, made up as fol-
lows: the proportion of salaries under
this particular vote is £2,000 ;it is pro-
posed to spend £4,140 on bridges com-
pared with £5,730 for last year; on
school buildings, £28,901, compared with
£14,609, on police stations £2,369, com-
pared with £1,225, and on court homses,
£2,063 as compared with £150 last year.
The last-named. increase is due to a re-
vote for the construction of a court house
at Wagin. The £ 1,500 provided for the
Albany fruit sheds etcetera, is a re-vote
from last year, and the £865 for hospitals
also represents a rex-ote, mainly in con-
nection with the Northaim hospital. This
makes a total of £41,838 as comapared
with last year's vote of £44,781, and
last year's expenditure £24,892. That is
as briefly as I can explain the work of
the Public Works Department. As I
stated it. is recognised by the officers, and
the figures prove that this has been the
busiest year since 1897-8, and one mnight
he inclined to go into a lot of detail, but
considering that members have had a
busy time during the last few days I do
not propose to unduly weary then, to-
night. I simply desire to introduce the
Estimates and say I- am particularly
proud of the w~ork done by the officers
of the department. The loyalty of the
service has been good, and, generally
speaking, great expedition has been
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shown, not only as regairds railway con-
struction, which is the most outstanding
feature of our public workis, but in con-
nection with public buildings and public
works generally. good expedition has
been shown during the last twelve
months.

This concluded the general debate on
the Estimates for the Minister for Works
items were discussed as follows:

Item, Fremantle Road Bridge--light-
inkg and maintenance, £350:

Mr. NANSON: It was his desire to
direct attention to this item.

The Minister for Works: I do not pro-
pose to go into the question of roads and
bridges to-night.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10-2 p.m.

legistative Bzm l
Friday, 22nd November, 1912.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
3-30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SEWERAGE CONL
STRL'OTION, FREMANTULE.

Air. CARPENTER asked the Min-
ister for Works: What was the esti-
mated and the actual cost of construction
of sewers in Fremantle in areas 1, 2, 3, 4.
and 5 respectively.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied:

Area NO. Estimated Actual Cost to
Cost. date.

I 3,9W60 73
2 3,t60 328M
3 4,10 3A28i
4 6,500 4,657

05 8, 0 j 3,440,

All1 accounts in connection with No. 5
area are not yet to hand,

BILL-ELECf ORAL ACT
AMENI)MENT.

Repons Stage.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved-

That the report of the Committee be
adopted.

It would bo remembered that on the
previous day some confusion occurred
owing to the amendment as submitted
by the Attorney General not being found
in the principal Act. The fault was due
to the fact that instructions had been
issued to the Crown Law Department
for the compilation of the Electoral Bill
in order to embody amendments made
previously. They had not been em-
bodied in the Acts that were here, and
which were produced by the leader of'
the Opposition and others, but they had
been embodied in the Acts distributed.
for public use. Therefore, the amend-
ments which were made -wero in order.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We all viewed
with some concern any amendment to
the Electoral Act, and it was because of
that that members on the previous day
were somewhat anxious to understand
exactly what was happening.

Question put and passed ; the report
adopted.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL BANK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FORl LARDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath) in moving the second reading-
said: This Bill is primarily for the pur-
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